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A Trip to Skipton
On a bright morning in mid-June, some 90 retirees boarded
three coaches, and set off for a day out to the market town of
Skipton, North Yorkshire.
We made our way first to the Rendezvous Hotel on the outskirts
of Skipton, and the conservatory of its ‘Baby Swan’ restaurant to
enjoy a lunch - which everyone thought was a very nice meal.
Back on the coaches it was then a short journey to Skipton
Castle, which is not only perfectly preserved but has survived
virtually un-altered since the last modernisation more than 300
years ago. The castle was actually built in 1090 by Robert de
Romille, a Norman Baron.

Regulars
7

Books I Like

Information
7

Death of a Pensioner

19

New Associates

20

In Memoriam

20

Copy Date

20

Useful Contacts

The gatehouse entrance.

Lady Ann Clifford (1590-1676) restored the castle after it
suffered damage during and after The Civil War. The name on the
ramparts above the outer gates bears the proud motto of the
Cliffords – DESORMAIS which stand for ‘Henceforth’.
The present owner of the castle is Mr Wilfred Fattorini who
bought the castle in 1956. It was fully restored in 1987 and the
owner and the family still live on the site. However an interesting
thought was mentioned by a member of staff that when the castle
was for sale in 1956, two other contenders for its purchase were
Sir Billy Butlin and the famous member of the aristocracy Lady
Docker; so what might have become of the castle then?

Front Cover Picture
North East Associate Ken Moore
rushing to inspect a sculpture in the
Himalayan Garden and Sculpture
Park near Ripon. See page 12.

Some of the retirees inside the castle.

Following their visit to the castle everyone was free to explore
the town or the countryside surrounding Skipton and enjoy the rest
of the beautiful day.

Dilys Bray
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Rain Fails to Stop Play on Golf Day
It was with great North Western grit and reputed
webbed feet that nine members of the Manchester
Associates Golf Section braved the incessant rain on
June 28th for our annual Golf Day.
Boysnope Park was the venue and it was a pity that
the sun did not shine to show off how well this
relatively young course has matured. The weather
meant that we were playing ‘Millionaires Golf’ having
the course largely to ourselves. The rain and the rustle
of waterproofs did not deter the players from playing a
very competitive match.

After Gretna we continued towards the Port of
Stranraer for the ferry crossing, and passing yet more
stunning scenery and, a rare sight for a ‘townie’, a
heron fishing in a stream. At the port we boarded the
ferry for a smooth journey through Loch Ryan and the
Irish sea to Belfast. On disembarking we had our first
look at Belfast and after a drive of about 30 minutes
arrived at the Wellington Park Hotel.

Tom Wall took 3rd place with a fine 31 points and also
bagged a nearest the pin. Mike Fairlee, came 2nd with
33 points winning 2 nearest the pins in the process.
John Horrocks took the last nearest the pin.
Your correspondent had the honour of taking first
place and being the first to lift the new trophy donated
by Mike Fairlee. It does have to be stressed though that
I had the advantage of Boysnope Park being my home
course.

Associates outside the hotel.

Monday was a free day and a great opportunity to
travel around Belfast on the ‘Hop on, Hop off’ buses
and enjoy a guided tour of the city. We saw the famous
Harland and Wolff ship building cranes, Samson and
Goliath and the Albert Tower built by Queen Victoria
(which has a tilt like the more famous tower in Pisa,
but not so much).
However, the big attraction was to visit the Titanic
Experience, which the majority of us did. With so much
to see we spent a long time there: how in 1911 the ship
was built (unbelievable how the rivets, far too many to
count, were all inserted by hand); and the gradual
construction of the ship until she finally became ready
for the infamous journey.
We saw the accommodation for passengers, all
classes, and crew, plus some examples of the crockery
used on board. Staff in the exhibition were always ready
to answer any questions.

The golfers at Boysnope Park.

It was great to see new boys Eric Sumner, Mel
Jackson and John Horrocks at the event and new
participants are always welcome. Anyone wishing to
take part in the Golf Section games should contact me
via email at:- pgassocgolf@zoho.com

John Stevens
Spring Holiday to Belfast
In late April 37 Associates and friends left
Manchester on a Sunday morning to begin our holiday
in Belfast. Travelling north we arrived at Tebay
Services for a chance to stretch our legs and enjoy a
welcome cuppa or Latte. Once refreshed we continued
northwards to Gretna Green for a lunch stop, a little
retail therapy or a chance to enjoy the Spring sunshine.
We were asked if anyone wished to visit the
Blacksmith, but the lure of the shops took precedence.

The Titanic Exhibition building.

Part of the Titanic tour was entrance to the only
remaining White Star Line ship - SS Nomadic, the
tender used at the port of Cherbourg to transfer
passengers to and from the Titanic. After the tragedy
of RMS Titanic, the Nomadic had a varied life, including
seeing action in two World Wars and as a party ship
based in Paris, before finally, in 2006, returning to
Belfast. There she was refitted to her original decor
when built.
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After a visit to the souvenir shop it was time to rejoin
the tour bus and continue the guided tour, passing
through the Crumlin Road and the Shankhill Road
areas, made famous during the city’s turbulent past.
Across the city there are many murals on the walls
depicting some of the history and troubles
experienced. There was a particular painting of a
certain famous Belfast lad who played at a certain
Manchester football club - George Best. Soon the tour
was over and we returned to our hotel where, after
dinner, we swapped tales of the day.
On Tuesday we travelled north from Belfast, along
the coastal route to the Giants Causeway – a stunning
site and no surprise as to why it is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. At the visitor centre we took the shuttle
bus to the actual coast. Wise move, it was a
considerable walk and very windy there, but the views
were breathtaking. The cliff formations and the
crashing waves were spectacular. A few hardy souls
managed to venture out on the rocks to see, firsthand,
the amazing hexagonal shapes. Back at the Visitor
Centre we bought souvenirs of our visit.

many will recall that as a television series and the
fictional homestead in Australia, who can forget the
gorgeous Father Ralph de Bricassart, and of course
Meggie from the “Thorn Birds”?
In Dublin we made our way to the Church Restaurant
for lunch and as we drove alongside the River Liffey
Stuart, our driver, pointed out a few of the famous
Georgian Buildings such as the Customs House. The
restaurant, as its name implies, was originally a
Church, dating from the late 17thC. Sadly, as the
congregation diminished, the church finally closed in
1986. Then in 1997 it was purchased, had a complete
refurbishment and became The Church Bar and
Restaurant.
Many of the original features still exist - the
Baptismal Font, beautiful stained glass windows, a
gallery around three sides, the organ, which the
composer George Frederick Handl, living nearby,
played when visiting the church, and a bust of Sir
Arthur Guinness, founder of the Guinness Brewery,
who was married at the church in 1761. Several
eminent people were also buried within the grounds,
including Lord Norbury, the infamous ‘Hanging Judge’,
one of many judges who were given that title.

On the rocks admiring the hexagonal formations.

After leaving the Giants Causeway, we had an added
extra visit to Bushmills Whiskey Distillery organized by
our driver. A number of us enjoyed the guided tour
giving us an insight of the traditional methods used,
which have not changed much for over 400 years, to
produce the famous whiskey. We also enjoyed a taste
of the finished drink. Those not on the tour enjoyed
some refreshment in the Distillery restaurant. Once
again there was time to buy souvenirs including a
bottle of the famous whiskey before departing.
Our journey back provided more spectacular views
before arriving back at the hotel, all eager to sit in the
bar at night and talk about the day’s visits.
Wednesday dawned overcast as we boarded the
coach for our visit to Dublin. Around passing the
Mountains of Mourne the road and signs were in both
English and Gaelic, and distances in kilometers not
miles - evidence we were in the Republic of Ireland.
We drove over the River Boyne close to where the
Battle of the Boyne took place. However one very
familiar place name stood out, Drogheda, although
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Lunch in the Church Restaurant.

After lunch we had some free time to look around.
Sadly we didn't manage to see the famous statue of
Molly Malone, as she had been moved to a quieter
location to avoid vandalism to her. However, we
managed a little more retail therapy Dublin style before
heading back to Belfast.
Whether or not there were the forty shades of green
amongst the trees, as on Rafferty’s motor car, is
unknown but Ireland certainly lived up to its other
name, The Emerald Isle, and a fitting last day to a
brilliant holiday.
On Thursday we caught the ferry back to Scotland
and drove back south to home. We all agreed it had
been a wonderful holiday and thanks to John
Greatbanks for arranging it (although sadly due to ill
health he was unable to go himself), and to John
Horrocks, who stepped into the breach at the last
minute to ensure the holiday went smoothly.

Enid Taylor

ALL ABOUT
CITIZENSHIP
Taking a closer look at what
P&G is doing in this area

P&G employees and retirees have a long tradition of
touching lives and improving life with their time and
talents. Their volunteer activities date back to the start
of the Company and include work with education,
churches, arts organizations, museums, hospitals –
and the list goes on. On behalf of all the communities
which benefit from this, we thank you for your
commitment and energy!
Our Community Impact work in the UK takes on a
very broad remit, illustrated by the examples below.

Site-Specific Charity Support

Last August, P&G announced a new Citizenship
agenda, which aggregates all the Company’s efforts
being made in this space – ongoing efforts that also
align with many of the U.N.’s Sustainable
Development Goals.
Today, community impact is one part of a broader
set of ‘citizenship’ priorities, these being:
governance, environmental sustainability, community
impact, diversity & inclusion, and gender equality.

Sites are inundated with requests from good causes
and sadly we cannot support them all. Therefore, sites
decide which 1 or 2 charities to support, reviewing
eligibility against standard criteria, with donations
varying from a few thousand pounds to over thirty
thousand pounds. The process of deciding which
charity to support starts in March and generally a
different charity is supported each fiscal year.
Newcastle Innovation Centre at Longbenton recently
donated £16,500 to ‘Northumbria Blood Bikes’, a
registered charity established by local volunteers to
deliver essential blood and urgent medical supplies,
out of hours, between hospitals and other healthcare
sites in North East England.

Governance is our foundation; it’s how we conduct
business – responsibly and ethically.
Environmental sustainability is focused on
protecting and preserving the environment, with
emphasis on climate, water and waste.
Diversity & inclusion is focused on leveraging the
incredible diversity of our organisation with a highly
inclusive culture – AND on using our influence outside
P&G to help shape inclusive policies and laws around
the world.
Gender equality is inspired by our commitment to
help create a better world free of gender bias.
We approach all these areas holistically. We see
them as distinct priorities but their impact comes from
managing them as a highly interdependent set of
citizenship efforts. We published our first Citizenship
Report in December 2016, and the Executive Summary
and full report are available to read or download via
http://us.pg.com/2016-Citizenship-Report.html.
Across the next few issues of The Associate, we’ll
share highlights of the progress we’re making in
Gender Equality, Environmental Sustainability and
Community Impact, starting with the latter.

Community Impact
Helping people in need has been part of our
Company Purpose and Values since P&G was founded.
It was at the core of how William Procter and James
Gamble lived their lives. They believed it was their
responsibility to give back to the community – and they
did so personally.

A cheque being presented to a ‘Blood Biker’.

Employees at our Cobalt Newcastle Offices recently
made donations of £9,300 each to charities ‘Marie
Curie Cancer Care’ and ‘Changing Lives’. These
amounts were raised between July-December 2016.
Both charities
put their donations
towards
vital
refurbishments - of
a local ‘Marie
Curie’
hospice
(presentation
picture right), and a
‘Changing Lives’
home - Ridley
Villas (presentation
picture next page).
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London Plant held their annual P&G Charity Awards
2017 Gala in February, attended by 220 guests. In total
twelve charities received donations on the night, with
‘Contact the Elderly’ and ‘The Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Group’ each receiving £10,000. Ten other local
charities each received £1,000.

Staff at the P&G UK & Ireland Business
Headquarters in Weybridge, Surrey have been
supporting the ‘Rainbow Trust’, a children’s charity
which cares for families who have a child with a life
threatening or terminal illness. Between July 2016 and
June 2017 they have raised an amazing £27,000.

National P&G Partnership Support &
Disaster Relief
We work with two national charities in the UK:
Representatives from P&G and most of the charities

This year, Manchester Plant employees are
supporting ‘St Anne’s Hospice’ and ‘Broughton House’
(a nursing home for ex-service men and women) and
are fundraising across the year and volunteering their
time to transform areas of the home, as shown by the
team from Human Resources Dept. below who tackled
the garden!

Employees at Skelmersdale site are fundraising to
support Evermoor Hub Foodbank and Birchwood
Centre (which works with young people to prevent
homelessness and improve well-being). They’re also
supporting their local scout group and recently donated
£300.
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In Kind Direct (IKD), www.inkinddirect.org:
IKD was founded in 1996 by HRH The Prince of Wales
to provide an efficient and easy way for companies to
donate surplus consumer products to good causes.
Tom Moody, the current Northern Europe General
Manager, is a Board member of the charity and our
first company donation of goods was back in 2001.
Since then, we have
donated a total of £44
million in estimated
retail value of products.
Last calendar year,
1849 voluntary and
c o m m u n i t y
organisations,
all
across the country,
benefitted from our
product donations.
Look Good, Feel Better (LGFB),
ww.lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk: P&G were a founding
partner of this Beauty Industry charity. The charity
takes donations of beauty product from P&G, and other
companies, to use in their workshops which they run
across the UK to help empower women suffering from
the visible effects of cancer to look good and feel
better through make up application. The workshops
are always well attended and our products are also
included in goodie bags for the participating ladies to
take home and continue their experimentation.

Individuals can apply for financial help, mobility
items or emergency grants. Their helpline offers
support to thousands of people currently working, or
have worked, in the Grocer sector with advice covering
mental health, career support, legal issues and
financial advice/support.
P&G also responds to ad hoc requests for toiletries
& personal care product donations, falling within the
scope of disaster relief, such as those made following
the terrorist incidents in Manchester & London and the
recent Grenfell Tower fire. Our thoughts remain with
all those affected by these terrible incidents.

Brand Charity Support
Most of our brands have active causal related
programmes: one of the longest running is the
Pampers-UNICEF campaign, which is now in its 11th
year. This campaign generally takes place in Oct-Dec,
and for every pack of nappies sold, P&G donates one
life-saving vaccine to help eliminate maternal and
neonatal tetanus (MNT), a disease that claims the life
of a baby every 11minutes. Since the programme
started in 2006, more than 300 million vaccines have
been funded – that’s over 4 times the entire population
of the UK – helping to protect over 100 million mums
and their babies worldwide. We’re making good
progress towards our aim to eliminate MNT throughout
the world: at the last count it had been eliminated in
19 developing countries.

Retailer Charity Support
The P&G Business site supports
GroceryAid. This is the trading
name of the ‘National Grocers’
Benevolent Fund’, a charity founded
in 1857 and currently looks after
thousands of grocery people.

BOOKS I LIKE by Colin Smith
by William Boyd
As well written as all of his works, a history of a
woman, determined to be a professional photographer
- and what happens to her in the 2nd world war and
then in Vietnam, interspersed with her domestic life.
Convincing.

Sweet Caress 2

by Terry Hayes
Radio 2 book club novel of the year, a breathless trip
through the shadowy world of international espionage.
Gripping.

I Am Pilgrim

by Tim Gautreaux
A child is kidnapped and the man who feels
responsible goes to work on a pleasure steamer on the
Mississippi and a wild world of jazz, moonshine and
lawlessness. Riveting.

The Missing

Our brands also support retailers in their chosen
charity activities: one such example is the #FeelSuper
campaign that P&G has run with Superdrug across the
last 3 years.

When people buy selected P&G products in
Superdrug during the campaign period, we have a ‘one
pack = one donation’ mechanism allowing us to donate
funds to support ‘Marie Curie’.
This charity provides
expert care, guidance
and support, for people
living with any terminal
illness,
and
their
families, to help them
get the most they can
from life.
To date, since the campaign began, we have raised a
whopping £437,000 for ‘Marie Curie’- a fantastic result
that brings us nearer to the target of raising £500,000
in__________________________________________
total for the charity.
In the next issue of The Associate, we’ll include a
Business Progress article as well as information on
Gender Equality - sharing the latest progress being
made in that area.

Aimee Goldsmith, Head of Communications for
Northern Europe, and also Associate Scheme
Chairman.

Death of a P&G Pensioner
To assist you in reporting the death of a pensioner,
Pensions Department has a simple process to guide you,
as shown below.

1. Call the Pensions Department on the toll-free
helpline number 0800 9174552 or email to
P&Gpensions@capita.co.uk You will need to provide
the following information:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Name and address of the deceased
Date of death
Name of the immediate Next of Kin
Name and address for correspondence
Contact telephone number
Details of the funeral arrangements

2. Within a few days you will receive a follow-up
letter from Pensions Department.
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LONDON PLANT
REGION

hour browsing the displays and artefacts, some of
which are seen in the picture below.

Golf Day
In late April 20 players turned out for our Bi-annual
Golf Day, this time being held at The Burstead golf club
in Essex. The weather was great and we started in the
usual way with coffee and bacon rolls and lots of
banter.
The teams were already drawn and so off we went,
with the longest drive on the first hole. Everybody has
to use the same old 5 wood. Bernard Melly had no
trouble with it so he managed to get the longest drive.
For the ‘nearest the pin in one’ Roger O’Neil
managed to clear all the bunkers and put his ball in a
good position to win the prize. Next was the ‘nearest
the pin in two’ on a very long par three where Ian
Catmore won the prize. Ian was also the overall winner
coming in with 34 points joint with Denis Richardson
but Ian won on count back, so Denis was runner up.

Following this all boarded the coach once again for
the final short drive to Broadstairs. The town is
associated with several famous names, including
Charles Dickens who spent a lot of time there between
1837 & 1859. He immortalised the town by calling it
“Our English Watering Place.” He also wrote David
Copperfield there. The Dickens House & Museum is
situated on the seafront.

It was a very close game at the top with 4 people on
32 points and 3 on 31 points. We also had 4 winners
with the Yellow ball competition which was won by
Dicky Thompson, Dave Poysdon, Stuart Honour and
Colin Elsdon. A great day was had by all and well done
to all the winners and to everybody who took part.

Other famous people associated with the town are:
Edward Heath who was born & lived there; Annette
Mills of Muffin the Mule fame who lived there; and John
Buchan who wrote ‘The Thirty Nine Steps’ (after the
steps leading down to the beach), when he was
recuperating from an illness in 1915.
Following lunch, which was mostly fish & chips in
one of the many outlets, many of us visited Morellis,
the famed ice cream manufacturer. Choices were very
plentiful and mouthwatering.
Opposite where the coach was scheduled to collect
everyone was a crazy golf course where several
Associates tried their skill for the last hour or so.
A wonderful day had been enjoyed by all at an ‘oldieworldly’ type of seaside resort.

All the golfers with Ian Catmore holding the trophy.

Mick Roach
Trip to Broadstairs & RAF Manston
Spitfire Museum
On a lovely warm, sunny day in late May, a large
group of 48 Associates gathered at the usual pick-up
point to board a coach to Broadstairs resort in Kent.
First stop was for coffee and cake which had been
pre-booked at the Spitfire Museum on the old RAF
Manston airfield.
This is a free entry museum which houses lots of
WW2 memorabilia including the Spitfire that used to
stand at the entrance of the base until 1981 when it
was moved into the museum. There is also a Hurricane
aircraft, which also saw active service during WW2
having shot down four enemy aircraft. We spent a good

8 | The Associate

George Mann
Trip to Midsomer Murders Country & a
Cruise through the Goring Gap
Given the reputation of ‘Midsomer Country’ it still did
not deter 48 Associates from embarking on a coach trip
there on a warm morning in mid-June. It was to be
followed by a cruise on the River Thames.
As we had to pick up our City & Village Guide at 10.15
we took a direct route to the little village of Benson in
Oxfordshire where our guide Graham was waiting to be
picked up. Following a short drive to the village of
Dorchester we left the coach and made our way into
The George public house where a welcoming cup of tea
or coffee & biscuits were awaiting.
Opposite the pub was Dorchester Abbey where we all
grouped-up for the first part of our tour. In one of the

episodes tiles had fallen off (pushed off !!) the roof to
claim the first victim, so all were very aware!!

All agreed that it had been a superb day, a little bit
of messing about on the river had been undertaken and
more importantly everyone survived Midsomer Country
and made it back safe and sound.

George Mann
Ode to a Day Out in April
47 Associates went out for the day
By shuttle to France, to Le Touquet
The weather as usual didn't fail
We had wind-sun-rain-and even hail.

Inside Dorchester Abbey.

Graham gave a very in depth account of the abbey
and indeed how a small village had such a very large
building. There was also the village post office that had
been used in several episodes.
Following a short walk around we all made our way
back into the pub where lunch, consisting of Cottage
Pie, Fish Pie or Pasta, had been pre-ordered. Given
that the weather was quite hot glasses of real ale, ice
cold wine and all manner of alcoholic beverages were
enjoyed by all.
Following lunch we all boarded the coach again for a
tour of the area when we were shown several locations
which have been used in filming Midsomer Murders.
En-route we also passed the house where Agatha
Christie used to live. We finally arrived at Wallingford
where an hour’s free time was given before boarding
our cruise boat. Once again there were several
buildings in the town which are used for location
filming.

At the shuttle we waited as is the way
But normal procedures there was a delay
The journey was good to France we did go
On arrival in France the wind it did blow.
Le Touquet, in sunshine and breeze
The houses and dwellings spaced out in the trees
The place itself was a posh retreat
In days gone by for the Paris elite.
Casino and promenades the order of the day
The weather held off I'm glad to say
The time spent there was go with the flow
Like lunch the French way, ever so slow.
Returning to Calais our driver named Neil
Suggested a stop how did we feel?
The stopover was nice, but a little short
But trains wait for no one so back to the port.
At French customs we stopped and we did go
Our passports checked over but ever so slow
Everything was OK so off we went
Back on the shuttle to England and Kent.
Arriving in Essex at the end of the day
Everyone was weary, it was a long way
All day the rain missed us, so everything fine
After our long day in France a nice glass of wine (or 2).

Mav Mills

Boarding the boat at Wallingford.

Once on board the boat we set off for a 1½ hours
jaunt along the River Thames from Wallingford to
Goring Gap. This took us through some spectacular
countryside and two locks had to be negotiated before
we all disembarked to rejoin the coach.
Once back on board we thanked and said goodbye to
guide Graham at Benson before heading back to Essex.
Some of those at Le Touquet on the beach.
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NORTH EAST
REGION
Spring Meeting
Our new season started in earnest in mid March as
one-hundred Associates, partners and friends
gathered in Newcastle’s Assembly Rooms for their
customary first event – an indoor meeting.
After a substantial buffet lunch we were entertained
by Freda Thompson, a “Toon Guide” who told us about
‘Ladies of Tyneside’ in a light-hearted manner. Some
of the tales were other than light-hearted though!

Freda's subjects ranged from the legendary ‘Cushie
Butterfield’ - who was immortalised in song - through
a murderer and other less-reputable characters, to a
Wimbledon tennis champion - Muriel Evelyn Robb - and
a North Shields born renowned Naval Architect who
had a distinguished career in Tyneside shipbuilding.

Buses from Bournemouth Square all came past our
hotel too, so the walk up from the pier was not
necessary.
The days out were to places close by so not too much
time on the coach. We had good weather and one of
the party even risked shorts. One included excursion
took us to Lyndhurst in the New Forest, where a shop
window display took us way back in time. On another
day we were taken to both Poole and Swanage on the
coast.
On our free day a
few met up with
magazine
editor
David Hirst and his
wife, Viv, with Bob
Pearson,
Peter
Brougham, and Colin
Harris having a great
time
reminiscing
about the 60’s,70's
and
80's
in
Longbenton
and
Tyne Tunnel Plant.
Daily quiz prizes were shared out, as pictured below,
with very few missing out on the gin or chocolates.

Enjoyed by all we left in the knowledge of a
continuing social programme to come.

A Holiday Break in Bournemouth
The late March 5-day Bournemouth trip was a
success. Rooms, which were a bit tired, were clean and
comfortable. The Britannia Roundhouse Hotel staff
were great - nothing was too much trouble. The food
was excellent with a choice of three mains each night
- all very tasty.
The hotel was conveniently located close to a
Wetherspoons, a Tesco and a paper shop. Evening
entertainment ranged from very good to “do we have
to?” - so song sheets came out one night.

Colin Harris
Beamish Walk
The walk started at the Eden Place Picnic Area Car
Park, just outside the entrance to Beamish Museum,
and 27 keen Associates set off for a 6¾ mile circular
walk on a fine dry, but cloudy day at the end of March.
The walk started westwards along part of the old
Consett to Sunderland railway line - now a very scenic
walking path, then turned north along the ‘Great North
Forest Heritage Trail’ eventually reaching the East
Tanfield Station. From there we walked north up the
Causey Gill - a lovely wooded, deep-sided valley,
following the Tanfield Railway line, to Causey Arch.

Some of the ladies with the entertainer on one night.
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The arch is the oldest railway bridge in the world,
built to take horse drawn-coal waggons along the track
that eventually came out at Newcastle Coal Staithes for
‘export’ to the south of England. We paused there to
read about the history, have a rest and take some

photos, before returning south down Coppy Lane - a
good footpath - to the grounds of Beamish Hall.

A hidden gem inside Jenners is the galleried Grand
Hall, in all of its Victorian splendour, pictured below.
Some of the walkers at Causy Arch.

The Hall is a magnificent stately pile which was
previously home to the Eden Family and the Shafto’s.
Sir Anthony Eden the former foreign secretary and PM
spent part of his childhood there.
Eventually we reached our starting point - but not
before a couple of steep hills, as we passed Beamish
Museum Farm. No one complained - I think! All in all
about 2¾ hours.
Lunch was in the ‘Shepherd and Shepherdess’ pub,
which showed us excellent hospitality and served huge
portions of good fare. A good way to end the day!

John Farrington
Edinburgh Excursion
It was early April and we were on the road again for
our first expedition of the year, and it was ‘make your
mind up’ time for our coach passengers.

At the end of the day all were safely gathered in and
we sped home on the A1 at an average speed of 40mph
for the 120 miles. Back home it was into football traffic
- both wheeled and walking. Riding the Metro was an
experience hopefully not to be repeated! It had been a
great day out though.

We were heading north, with the choice of visiting
Edinburgh or continuing a further few miles to
Edinburgh's port - Leith. But first priority was a
breakfast stop near Berwick-on-Tweed.
Most who went to Leith were intent on visiting the
Royal Yacht ‘Britannia’ which, as Scotland’s major
tourist attraction, welcomes over 300,000 visitors each
year. The Queen visited Newcastle in her Silver Jubilee
year, 1977, and HMY Britannia moored in the Tyne
behind Newcastle Factory, to the left in the picture
opposite. Today this view is dominated by the
Gateshead Millennium Bridge.
In Edinburgh we went our separate ways, to meet
again only when it was time to leave. The weather was
kind to us, so we moved around as freely as we could
among the crowds. So what was there to do? Visit the
castle - ride the tram - coffee in Wetherspoons, and
more - take time over a lingering lunch - plenty for all.
A piece of interesting Princes St. architecture is the
Jenners Department Store. The design of this listed
building includes carvings on the facade intended 'to
show symbolically that women are the ‘support of the
house’’ - as in the detail in the next picture.

“At the time of the Queen’s visit sewage was
discharged directly into the Tyne and the water below the
Tyne Bridge was smelling foul for Her Majesty’s arrival.
An assistant to the Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland
phoned to ask if there was anything we could do to help.
Well the factory sewage outfall entered the Tyne just
where Britannia was to tie up. So two 40 gallon drums of
accumulated returned Camay perfume were emptied
down the sewer. I expect the Queen never had such a
sweet welcome before and the Lord Lieutenant was most
grateful.”
(Extract from ‘Memories of a Trainee Manager’ by Ron
Harryman, The Associate, Spring 2008. Ed.)
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A visit to Ripon and the nearby
Himalayan Garden & Sculpture Park
In mid May we filled two coaches for this trip to
Ripon. The sun was shining there too, and it was warm
in the north-east for a change.

Departure meant negotiating the farmyard and field
again, where some cows waiting for milking time
successfully barred our route. Patience prevailed, and
we did follow the ‘Country Code’ by closing the two
gates behind us, then had a clear run home.

This small city boasts an impressive cathedral, which
it has a right to be proud of. First stop - coffee or a stroll
around the market - there was time for both, and some
lunch too. With all fed and watered our coaches
whisked us off to somewhere new - never having
visited the Himalayan Garden & Sculpture Park before.
In reality the journey was rather slow, on roads which
narrowed progressively to be just wide enough for our
coaches - and with the finish of the nine-mile journey
taking us on a track across a field and through a
farmyard. And so we made it - to ‘Grewelthorpe’.
The garden is the result of 20 years work by the
owners, being set in a ‘bowl’ at the head of a valley - at
lake level about 100ft below the entrance point. Over
these years many paths have been created on the
valley sides and around the four lakes we see today,
along with the planting of shrubs with mainly
Himalayan origins. Azaleas and rhododendrons in
abundance were in glorious flower, along with familiar
plants, shrubs and trees. For keen gardeners most
were named.

One of the sculptures with Ken Moore rushing to see it.

Visit to Bowhill House
Turn the clock back five years to when we visited
Drumlanrig Castle to the north of Dumfries. There, at
the ancestral home of the Dukes of Buccleuch, we
learnt of the family history and had the opportunity to
view many works of art on display. As a reminder, the
lineage includes the Douglas, Scott and Montagu
families, going back to 1116 and with mention of Mary
Queen of Scots.
Forward to the present, we took a trip to visit the
‘other’ home of the current duke, the tenth, at Bowhill
House near Selkirk in mid-June. This is in Scottish
Border Country and a little closer to home than
Drumlanrig. Just as impressive, though, as pictured
below.

Enjoying the garden.

Magnolia trees in bloom added to the eye-level
delights, and ground-cover included late-flowering
narcissi, bluebells in abundance, and many more
colourful displays.
We moved with caution on the sometime steep
gradients and steps and most Associates were able to
enjoy the whole. Excellent ‘facilities’ are provided,
developing as the popularity of the attraction continues
to grow. A visit in a few years time will show major
expansion of planting and growth.
If you plan to visit note that the garden is only open
for eight weeks in spring and four weeks in the autumn
so you need to be sure of your date.
You don't just have to look, you can buy - a plant
nursery is a site feature too.
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So, north-west we headed from Newcastle through
our favourite county to cross into Scotland at Carter
Bar, having climbed to 1371 ft. It was ‘downhill’ from
there on.
On a ‘closed’ day the house was ours, with
enthusiastic guides taking small groups of us through
the ‘reception’ rooms and describing only some of the
many artefacts. One wonders, too, if the many
thousands of books in the libraries have actually been
read by all generations!

Here too, as at Drumlanrig, there’s not much wall
visible in the rooms. Portraits hang everywhere,
showing family members across the centuries and with
them about the same number of paintings, and most
by famous artists. Also on view are pieces of fine
furniture, silverware and porcelain collected by the
family over many, many years.
Bowhill was built as a house, dating from 1812, with
chimney stacks and pots - 150 of them - dominating
the roof line rather than the battlements of a castle.
Gathered together again after our tours we were to
enjoy a buffet lunch with a Scottish element – the
‘Haggis & Pork Wellington’ disappearing very quickly.
We then had some time to enjoy the parkland-style
garden and perhaps take a walk, a figure-eight trail
around two small lochs being the favourite. On the
lawn in front of the house a flock of marauding automowers - battery powered - meant we had to stay
vigilant! Many, though, didn’t stray far from the comfort
of the courtyard, nicely sheltered and warm.

Every plate went back cleared and the food was
beautiful in taste and presentation – such as Roast
Pork Special, Liver and Bacon, Cod Bites and Salmon.
In May 20 Associates and partners went to the
Millstone in South Gosforth for the monthly catch-up.
The beers were good - Draught Bass and Doom Bar.
The choice of 2 meals for £9 went down well with
Corned Beef Pie the most popular. Gammon and egg
was also well supported with Bob Pearson also
choosing a side portion of onion rings that was bigger
than his meal! The all-day breakfast was excellent
while some other options were deemed just ok. It was
good to meet up with Gerry Perry and wife Sue again.

Gerry Perry and his wife Sue on the right, with Rose Harrison on the left.

In June The Millhouse at Blackfell near Birtley saw
27 attendees. Being allocated the lounge area, pictured
below, we started ordering our food and drink. The
drink was quite expensive at £4 a pint of Caledonian
IPA.
Enjoying a sit-down in the courtyard.

All good things must come to an end, and soon it was
time to head for home, tackling Carter Bar again.

Peter Harrison

- for all of the reports above
where the author is not recorded.

Pub Lunches
The April venue was The Plough at Eachwick, which
we had not visited since 2005 and is now a very well
refurbished pub - almost unrecognisable since then.
This Easter break saw a reduction in attendees to 16,
but it was a great setting for a special lunch occasion,
as pictured below right.
It was nice to meet Roz
Moore - Ken Moore’s
wife to the lunch. She
retires shortly and so
hopes to attend again.
The main courses
were all just over £10 but
the Wainwrights beer
was excellent at £3.50 a
pint.

Lilian Pearson on her birthday

The food deal was excellent at £9.95 for 2 courses.
The starter of soup was excellent as was the pitta
bread and hummus. Main courses were Chicken Hoisin
and noodles, Mushroom Stroganoff and Kedgeree. All
were excellent. One or two opted for the A La Carte
menu and the selection of steamed mussels was very
nice. Of the attendees, it was good to see Doris
Balmbra and Chris and Pat Shearer after a few months
absence.

Colin Harris
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SOUTHEAST
REGION
Spring Lunch
On a bright day in mid March, 39 Associates and
partners, pictured below, had their third Spring Lunch
at a popular venue, the Leather Bottle, Mattingley. This
is a classic village inn dating from 1714 AD named after
the leather bottle that often hung outside buildings at
the time to advertise the sale of ale.

Wherwell & Test Way Walk
Wherwell and Chilbolton, a pair of villages dating
from the middle ages, are located on either side of the
upper river Test. The villages are separated by
Chilbolton Cow Common, an unimproved ancient
common which is now of special interest due to its rich
and rare flora, and both contain a number of thatched
half-timbered buildings dating from the 16th and 17th
C. The villages are framed by rising farmland on both
sides of the valley and our walk went via a wide
selection of this very varied landscape.
We met at the Mayfly, at the intersection of the Anton
& Test, on a sunny early April morning and headed
north first passing the historic Fullerton Mill and then
through the rolling farmland to the west and north of
Wherwell. From there we descended into the village of
Wherwell, crossing the river Test and Chilbolton Cow
Common, to join the Test Way which returned us to our
starting point in Fullerton.

Following a complimentary drink in the bar we
moved to our dining room for a delicious lunch chosen
on the day. The food and service were excellent and an
enjoyable time was had by all.

Steve & Anne Hartley
Brookwood Cemetery Walk
On an wet day in late March we gathered for a tour
of the Brookwood cemetery. Not such an odd place to
visit as it has a unique history starting in 1854 as the
London Necropolis, with funeral trains transporting
coffins and mourners to stations within the cemetery.
It is multi cultural and military and we were able to
visit the Orthodox church where a Monk, pictured
below, gave an interesting talk on its history (also a
welcome shelter from the rain). Our guide took us to
particularly historic graves and mausoleums as well
as telling the history of the cemetery.

The walkers on 2
and 4 legs.

Lunch, unsurprisingly, was in the Mayfly where the
seventeen Associates had a chance to relax after a very
enjoyable walk.

Chris White.
The British Library - the Building and
the Treasures
Our region is lucky in being close to London, and like
it or loathe it, it contains some of the world's greatest
treasures. One of these is surely the British Library.
The second largest in the world ( the US Library of
Congress is bigger), housing 150 million items, rising
by 10,000 a day(!), spanning 30 centuries and from
almost every country and language in the world since
man stopped building the Tower of Babel!

As we arrived at the pub for lunch the rain stopped
and the sun came out. C'est la vie.

Jack Scott
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They include some of the most celebrated
documents in existence: Magna Carta, the Lindisfarne
Gospels, the Diamond Sutra (world's earliest printed
book 868 AD), the Codex Sinaticus (the earliest bible

from ~ 350 AD), the oldest Buddhist texts, the largest
(the Klenke) atlas, the first illustrated English news
pamphlet (The Times: March 1788), the Gutenberg
bible, Shakespeare's first folio, Mozart's catalogue,
Leonardo Da Vinci's notebooks; the whole of George
III's library; the original manuscripts for Beowulf,
Alice's Adventures underground, Jane Austen,
Sherlock Holmes; the Beatles handwritten lyrics, 9
million stamps, board games, the national sound
archive, the world's patents….pheww!

Holland Park, at 54 acres, is set within the grounds
of what used to be Cope Castle, a large Jacobean
mansion built by Sir Walter Cope in the early 17th
century. It was later renamed Holland House after it
was inherited by Cope's son-in-law, Henry Rich, a
courtier of James I, who became the 1st Earl of
Holland. Unfortunately, the house was badly damaged
during World War II and only the eastern wing has been
restored.
Our walk took us past the front terrace, now used for
open-air theatre productions and concerts into the
Dutch garden with flower beds enclosed by box hedges.
Continuing on, we then entered one of the main
attractions of Holland Park - the Kyoto Garden,
pictured below.

The Klenke Atlas.

Well, we 31 Associates got to see some of those in
late April, but clearly another long visit or ten is
required to take in even a tiny fraction of this great
wealth. And it's all FREE (within reason)! You can in
theory, request to see anything.
And yet the library was only established in 1973,
when an act of parliament brought together a number
of famous old institutions, into a single organisation. It
took 24 years to build, has 112,000 square metres
spread over 14 floors - 9 above ground and four below.
Viewed from the side it has the outline of a large ship the architect was an old navy man. A true ark of
knowledge.
We also had a tour of the building and saw its
amazing conveyor system for accessing materials. It is
maintained by Gary, whose main qualification for the
job is that he is very small, and can ride on a trolley into
the labyrinth to find a fix and broken drive belts!

Kevin Williams

It was designed and built by an eminent Japanese
designer and his team to commemorate the Japanese
Festival in London of 1992. It is a typical Japanese
garden designed for tranquillity with a large pond with
waterfall, giant carp, peacocks - and squirrels tame
enough to feed from hand!
After leaving Holland Park and a short walk through
some of the back streets of Kensington, we entered
Kensington Gardens, once the private gardens of
Kensington Palace. At 275 acres, it was formed by
William and Mary from the western part of Hyde Park.
Our route through the gardens followed the Diana
Princess of Wales Memorial Walk and included such
sights as the Round Pond, Physical Energy statue,
Peter Pan statue and Italian Water Gardens, which
originally provided filter beds for the Serpentine.

London Kensington Walk
You may think, from its title, that this walk was a
stroll around one of the busiest, noisiest and expensive
shopping areas in the country. In fact, the area
contains, or is near to, some of the most extensive,
beautiful and tranquil public park land in west London
- all quickly and easily accessible from the main
highways through the borough.
So, after an enjoyable lunch at the characterful
Britannia pub, just off Kensington High Street, a group
of 20 Associates set off for an amble through Holland
Park, Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park in early May.

The group in front of the Peter Pan Statue.
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Hyde Park, the largest Royal Park in London at 350
acres, was originally appropriated by Henry VIII in 1536
from Westminster Abbey for hunting. Our walk only
passed through a small section of the park, still
broadly following the Memorial Walk route; however,
we still encountered several interesting features and
memorials including: the Reformers Tree Memorial,
Four Winds Fountain and the moving 7 July Memorial
to the victims of the 2005 London Bombings. On
reaching the imposing Statue of Achilles, built to
commemorate the victories of the Duke of Wellington,
our walk ended at Hyde Park Corner after just over 5
miles and 3 hours enjoying the scenic and historic park
land in the heart of west London.

(one of the most beautiful natural features in Bavaria)
and a hike along the Philosophenweg walking trail.

Paul Kowald

Some of the party explored alternative transport - a
horse and carriage ride to the Partnachklamm and a
train ride to Mittenwald which included a short trip to
Austria on the wrong train!

Trip to Garmisch-Partenkirchen
In mid-May, 25 Associates flew to Munich to explore
the Bavarian Alpine region. We stayed in a very friendly
four star hotel, the Atlas Grand Hotel, which is situated
in the Partenkirchen end of Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
a beautiful town in an idyllic mountain setting. The
traditional hotel, pictured below, was chosen for its
Bavarian hospitality and its rooms with verandas that
have impressive mountain views (and it even offers
prosecco for breakfast!). The staff went out of their way
to welcome us and to make sure that our stay was
memorable.

We had a busy itinerary as this area has so much to
offer. After arrival at Munich airport we made the short
journey into the city for a walking tour led by a local
guide. There was a vibrant atmosphere in the city with
marching bands (and lots of lederhosen) as it was the
hundred year anniversary of Mary Mother of Jesus
being selected as Bavaria's patroness. Before we left
the stunning city architecture and headed south to the
mountains we had time for free exploration and many
of us enjoyed the beer gardens!
For the next two days we explored locally on foot.
The Garmisch area has 300km of well-marked and
maintained walking paths with stunning views. We
chose a guided walk around the old town of Garmisch
with its colourful frescoed buildings, a walk through
the impressive deep and narrow Partnachklamm gorge
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Nearly all the group on the trip.

Bavaria is renowned for its impressive castles and
palaces. We visited Linderhof Palace, pictured below,
the only one of King Ludwig's royal palaces that he
actually lived in. He modelled it on Versailles with its
own hall of mirrors and a fantastically ornate interior.

Later in the day we went to Oberammergau - the
village made famous by the Passion Play that has been
performed by local inhabitants every 10 years since
1634 to honour a vow they made after plague ravaged
the village. We visited the open air theatre and had a
backstage tour. Tickets for 2020 are going on sale early
next year and half a million people from all over the
world are expected to go to the 102 performances - an
impressive achievement for a small town! We finished
off the day with a visit to Ettal, a picturesque monastery
with a brewery.
That evening we held a fun series of slot-car races
at a nearby venue organised by local enthusiasts on
their 32 metre, 6 lane track. It was a close competition
finally won by Terry Lifford.
The highlight of the holiday for many was the trip on
a cog mountain railway and cable car to the snowy peak
of the Zugspitze - the highest mountain in Germany.
The clear blue skies gave us breathtaking panoramic
views of Bavaria, Austria, Switzerland and Italy, as well
as spectacular views of local features such as the
Eibsee lake below. We then had lunch overlooking the
lake and a local walk before returning to the hotel. In

the evening Jane Shott organised a fun quiz for us,
testing our knowledge of the local area and of each
other!
In the past Garmisch and Partenkirchen were two
separate towns but they were joined in order to secure
the 1936 Winter Olympics. On our final morning a
group of us went to the Olympic ski jump to find out
more about the sport. We sat in the judges rooms and
braver members of the group ventured to the top, a
further 332 steps, where they decided that this sport is
certainly not for the faint-hearted.

Our second visit was to Snowshill Manor, a Cotswold
manor house packed with extraordinary treasures
collected over his lifetime by Mr Charles Wade and
reflecting his passion for craftsmanship, colour and
design. “Let nothing perish” was his motto, and his life
was dedicated to doing just that. The collection is highly
eclectic with many of the items restored by Mr Wade
himself. From toys to Samuri armour, musical
instruments to fine clocks, furniture to clothing - all
are displayed as he intended - with low lighting and few
labels - as illustrated below.

We all had a fantastic stay in Garmisch
Partenkirchen and found, as the tourist leaflets claim,
that Bavaria is a land rich in natural beauty and
traditions. Many of the party are keen to return.

Anne and Steve Hartley
Cotswold Gardens Visit
The Cotswolds have many fine gardens, Hidcote
being one of the country's most famous. However for
this short break in late June twenty Associates visited
two lesser known but unusual properties, Sezincote
and Snowshill Manor, both close to Moreton-in-Marsh,
the nearest major town. This proved a very successful
visit, possibly reflecting the unusual and contrasting
nature of the two properties.
Sezincote, visited first and pictured below, was
commissioned by Charles Cockerell as an Indian house
designed in the Mogul style of Rajahstan complete with
minarets, peacock-tail windows, jail-work railings and
pavilions. The garden is a romantic landscape of
temples, grottoes, waterfalls and canals, the whole
reminiscent of the Taj Mahal.

When the Prince Regent visited in 1807 he was so
impressed that he changed his plans for the Royal
Pavilion in Brighton! Both the house and gardens are
open to the public and we spent a very enjoyable
afternoon exploring Sezincote, ending with tea and
cake in the Orangery Café.
We stayed overnight at The White Hart Royal Hotel
in Moreton-in-Marsh, dining together in the hotel for a
leisurely and convivial evening.

The garden, by comparison, is a place to unwind
offering hidden vistas, quiet corners, a small model
Cornish fishing village and the Priests House that was
Charles Wades' small and uncomplicated home. There
is also a short 3-mile walk exploring the surrounding
estate, which several of the Associates followed.

Chris White.
Stonor Park Walk & House Tour
For a variety of reasons only a few intrepid
Associates managed to meet for the first part of this
early June event - the morning 4-mile circular walk
around Stonor Park, near Henley-on-Thames. The
climb up the hill above the house provided splendid
views of it as we continued through a deer park and
into woods. Besides several deer, we saw many Red
Kites and a couple of Shire horses as we made our way
round our charming route in the Chiltern Hills.

Undeterred, the delayed Associates joined the
walkers and afternoon attendees for the second part
of the event - lunch, and the house and chapel guided
tour. Stonor Park has been home to the Stonor family
for 850 years and is one of the oldest homes still lived
in today. It is currently occupied by Thomas Stonor,7th
Baron Camoys, and his family.
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Lunch was booked for 1pm and we all met up at the
Visitors' Centre before our host led us into the Pantry
for lunch. The Pantry is in the oldest part of the house,
dating back to the 13th C. As a reminder of its long
history, a copy of the ledger stone engravings from the
tomb of the 1st Baron Camoys hangs on a wall as
shown in the picture below of the Associates at lunch.

a shame that the golf and the scoring for the majority
couldn't match the conditions.
It was also a pleasure to see some familiar faces and
colleagues from the past and catch up on the news or
gossip with those that played. The honours were:
Nearest the Pin
4th Hole - Tony Marshall (Associate)
12th Hole - John Warren-Piper (A)
Longest Drive
18th Hole - Chris Armstrong (A)
Booby Prize with least stableford points
- John Warren-Piper, with 20 points
Employees Champion
- Nigel Higginson, with 31 points
Employees Second Place
- Chris Leahy - with 26 points

Our guided tour began in the chapel. The Stonor
family have been staunchly Catholic throughout their
history and their family chapel, The Chapel of The
Blessed Holy Trinity, was originally built in the late
13thC. on the site of a pre-historic stone circle, and is
decorated in the earliest Gothic Revival style, dating
back to the mid-18thC.
The main part of the tour took us around the house
and its many rooms, but there is nothing remaining of
significant age as these items were all sold to meet the
gambling debts of an ancestor. Highlights included the
story of Edmund Campion, a missionary Jesuit in the
16th century, who wrote a pamphlet Decem Rationes
('Ten Reasons') arguing against the validity of the
Anglican Church that was printed secretly at Stonor
whilst he took refuge there.
Campion was captured soon after publishing and
subsequently met a gruesome end by hanging, drawing
and quartering. On a lighter note, one of the bedrooms
has been decorated with a nautical theme with its
centrepiece a large wooden bed - possibly of Russian
origin - shaped to resemble the bottom half of a clam
shell riding on the sea.
There is much more to Stonor Park than I have
mentioned here - its history, grounds and walled
gardens. It is certainly worth a visit.

Paul Kowald
Employees/Associates
Golf Championship

Associates Champion
- Alan Leason - with 33 points
on Count back (pictured right)
Associates Second Place
- John Molter - with 33 points
Associates Third Place
- Peter Taylor - with 27points
on count back
Obviously local course knowledge counts a lot as the
two first place prize winners are current or past
members of Sand Martins GC. Well done to everyone
who supported the event and who won prizes.
Following the golf everyone enjoyed a two-course
meal in the comfort of the Clubhouse after which the
prizes and trophies were presented.

Alan Leason

BOURNEMOUTH
REGION
After the transfer of P&G’s Bournemouth site to Coty,
local Associates lost the venue for their monthly
meetings and support from local P&G business. Now,
however, a new venue for the monthly meetings (at
Kinson Community Centre) has been arranged and
social events and a Christmas Lunch are planned.

In mid-May 15 Employees and Associates took part
in the Annual Freetime Golf championships at Sand
Martins Golf Club, Wokingham; but, sad to report, still
no ladies playing. C'mon ladies, don't be shy!

This has all been achieved by local Associate
volunteers with support from P&G, the Associate
Scheme Manager, and administrators DPS. Maggie
Ebner has become the region’s coordinator following
the previous efforts over many years by Committee
members who have decided not to continue.

The participants set off on their task suitably
refreshed by the coffee and bacon rolls beforehand, but
although the course was in excellent condition, it was

An update on all this has been sent to Bournemouth
Associates and I hope to include some reports of
activities in the next issue of the magazine. Ed.
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EAST MIDLANDS
NORTH

BIRMINGHAM
REGION

Twenty four Associates from the Notts/Derby area
met up for their annual lunch in mid-May. It was held
at the same venue as last year, Ramsdale Golf Club in
Nottingham, because last year’s lunch was so perfect,
mainly due to Jean Millward who did another fantastic
job of organising the lunch.

Birmingham Associates met up recently, organised
by Lynn Woodward, for their annual lunch event at
Grafton Manor Hotel in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire in
late May.
The venue was perfect, as was the food and the
thirteen Associates who attended were brilliant
company. And to cap it all the sun shone, and the photo
below shows everyone sitting outside. Truly it could not
have been a better day out.

Pictured, from left to right, are: JeanMillward, Irene
Millward, Phil Yeoman, Philip King, Liz King, Denise
Yeoman, Mick Williams and Karen McPhun.
However the weather let us down this year (again!)
with some of the heaviest rain for some time, but still
didn't manage to dampen anyone's spirits on the day!

Grahame Mills

NEW ASSOCIATES
January 2017
Clive Brooke ............................................. Bournemouth
Paul Hardy ................................................... Longbenton

February 2017
Peter Dobinson .................................................. Reading
Satvir Singh Garcha ........................................... Reading
Colin Guerin ................................................. Manchester
Mark Searle ....................................................... Reading
Frank Wade (Deferred from 1999) ..................... Reading

March 2017
Bryan Hayter ..................................................... Reading
Anthony Taylor ........................................... Manchester

April 2017
Marina Barker ............................................... Weybridge
Frank Jones .............................................. Skelmersdale
Charles Spurr ....................................................... Cobalt
Peter Walsh .............................................. Skelmersdale

May 2017
Susan Baggaley ........................................... Longbenton
Jan Paul Cundy .................................................. Reading
Valerie Demetrius ............................................... Egham
Michael Godman ....................................... London Plant
Carol Ann White ........................................ London Plant

Left to right are: Cheryl & Paul Croft, Grahame Mills,
Hector Swindell, Iris Main, Lynn Woodward (volunteer
who organised the event), Paul Main, Dianne Mills,
Steve Woodward (hiding behind Dianne!), Sally
Swindell, Colin Blencowe, Margaret Brooks, and
Joanne Blencowe.

Grahame Mills

IN MEMORIAM
(continued from page20)
James Wallace, Brooklands (retired 1999), on 27th May
2017.
Margaret Dixon, widow of the late Thomas Common
Dixon, work location not on file, on 2nd June 2017.
Thomas Dugdale, Manchester Plant (retired 1995), on
5th June 2017.
Muriel Gardner, widow of the late Alan Gardner,
Longbenton, on 5th June 2017.
Arthur Jennings, Longbenton (retired 1990), on 17th
June 2017.
Muriel Cree, Gosforth (retired 1988), on 28th June
2017.
John David Laffey, Manchester Plant (retired 1994), on
30th June 2017.
Harry Keith Marshfield Bennett, Bournemouth
(retired 1994), on 5th July 2017.
Maureen Janet Lovelock, widow of the late Edgar
Lovelock, London Plant, on 10th July 2017.
John Harold (Jack) Carr, Longbenton (retired 1988), on
14th July 2017.
Thomas Evans Helsdon, widower of the late Florence
Helsdon, Gosforth, on 20th July 2017.
Robert Idwal Wynne, Havant Plant (retired 2002), on
25th July 2017.
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IN MEMORIAM

‘COPY’ DATE

Alexander Thackara, Engineering Division, City Road,
Newcastle office (retired 1983), on 28th November
2016.
We apologise for the late provision of the above
notification from Capita.
Sheila Adams, Gosforth (retired 1997), on 26th
December 2016.
Theresa Mary Parr, Gosforth (retired 1994), on 20th
February 2017.
Roland Leonard Bradley, work location not on file
(retired 1984), on 17th March 2017.
Doris Kathleen Smith, widow of the late Thomas Alban
Smith, London Plant, on 18th March 2017.
Alan A Joyce, Cobalt Park (retired2011), on 23rd March
2017.
Francis Trail Harling, work location not on file (retired
1992), on 24th March 2017.
Mary Rita Dawson, widow of the late George Forster
Dawson, Longbenton, on 31st March 2017.
Richard John White, London Plant (retired 1995), on
2nd April 2017.
Brenda Morley, London Plant (retired 2006), on 4th
April 2017.
Sarah Jane Gray, widow of the late James Joyce Gray,
work location not on file, on 7th April 2017.
Isabelle Bagnall Field, Gosforth (retired 1986), on 8th
April 2017.
Jane McIntosh, widow of the late Edward (Ted)
McIntosh, Longbenton, on 21st April 2017.
Dorothy Joyce Keith, work location not on file (retired
1980), on 30th April 2017.
Hilda Gillard, widow of the late Arthur Charles Gillard,
work location not on file, on 3rd May 2017.
Constance Fairs, widow of the late Robert (Bob) Fairs,
Longbenton, on 3rd May 2017.
Marjorie Gardiner, widow of the late Leonard Francis
Gardiner, work location not on file, on 3rd May 2017.
Harry Trainor, Longbenton (retired 1996), on 4th May
2017.
Adam Graham, London Plant (retired 2001), on 4th May
2017.
Betty Richards, Gosforth (retired 1981), on 5th May
2017.
Jean Nelson, widow of the late Eric Nelson, work
location not on file, on 13th May 2017.
John Clavren Robinson, Gosforth (retired 1995), on
18th May 2017.
Eric Joseph Landau, widower of the late Beryl Landau,
work location not on file, on 18th May 2017.
Yvonne Larkin, Seaton Delaval (retired 2002), on 19th
May 2017.
Edgar Lovelock, London Plant (retired 1995), on 21st
May 2017.
Monica Blanche Garrett, widow of the late Anthony
David Garrett, Gosforth, on 22nd May 2017.

The next issue of the magazine will be the autumn
one and the date by which I must have articles and
news items is 10th November 2017. Please let me
have items sooner if you can. Associates should
receive the autumn magazine around the middle of
December.

(continued on page19)
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Useful Contacts
Associate Scheme administration by DPS
Telephone number: 01400 231336
e-mail address:
dps@themetisgroup.co.uk
Postal address:
Freepost THE P&G ASSOCIATE SCHEME
(Note: the name must be in capitals, as above)
The Associate Scheme Manager telephone:
0191 2975389
‘The Associate’ Magazine e-mail address:
theassociate@davehirst.plus.com
The Associate Web Site address:
www.pgassociates.co.uk
The Web Site mailbag e-mail address:
enquiries@pgassociates.co.uk
For Pensions’ payments or queries:
0800 9174552
For Shares queries:
P&G: 0371 6640330 Gillette: 0371 6640403
For AXA PPP Medical Insurance payments:
0191 2976397
For AXA PPP Medical Care queries:
for members of the plan, 0800 0682496
SIGNpost Use the telephone number or e-mail
address for DPS at the top of this list of contacts.
(Please note, SIGNpost is a service funded by P&G and
provided by DPS Consultants for P&G Associates and their
spouses/partners and immediate family only.
There have been occasions when friends of Associates have
contacted SIGNpost seeking information. SIGNpost is not able
to provide any support or advice to these individuals.)
Published by the Associate Scheme of Procter & Gamble UK,
Weybridge.
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