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Mick Roach
Visit to Brooklands Transport Museum
Firstly, my thanks to Mav Mills who kindly covered for me on the
day due to the imminent arrival of my twin granddaughters!

Front Cover Picture
Some East Midlands Associates
meeting for lunch at Anstey in May.
See page 16.

Thirty-four Associates made the trip in mid-April on what
promised to be a fine day. Unfortunately, the M25 was not so kind,
so arrival at the museum was delayed. At reception we were all
given a Trail Guide as there is a great deal to see across a large
site.
Brooklands was the birthplace of British Motorsport and
Aviation and the place of many engineering and technological
achievements throughout the 20th century and also the home of
a Concorde G-BBDG, the only Concorde with visitor access in the
South-East of England. Also, Brooklands was the World’s first
purpose built racing circuit over 100 years ago.
Many pre-booked the Concorde Experience, including a ‘virtual
flight’, while others were more interested in the many pre- and
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the hidden Hertfordshire countryside to historic Ware,
passing through 3 locks along the River Lee. En route
we passed the Rye House Go Karting track where
Lewis Hamilton, the F1 driver, started his career. On
board there was plenty of tea & coffee alongside the
delights of a well stocked bar.

post-war planes, racing cars, motorcycles etc.
Enthusiastic volunteers were on hand to give
fascinating backgrounds to the exhibits. There is also
a nostalgic London Bus Museum spanning the decades
of a bygone era.

Some second-time visitors walked to the nearby
Mercedes-Benz World which had free access and
featured some interesting motorsport exhibits.
There was something on site for everyone to enjoy
but far too much for one visit. Perhaps we will return
sometime in the future. Despite more holdups on the
return journey, it was a good trip enjoyed by all.

Linda Illing

On arrival at Ware all disembarked for a stroll along
the High Street to stretch the legs before heading
home on the coach. On arrival it was agreed that a good
day had been enjoyed ‘messing about on the river’. In
fact, this trip is so popular that it is being repeated later
with another group of Associates.

A Day in Eastbourne
It was to be a day at the seaside for the 44 Associates
on the trip in mid-June. We headed off in warm
weather for The Pantiles in Tunbridge Wells where a
coffee stop had been arranged.

After refreshments had been enjoyed we boarded the
coach once again and completed the journey to
Eastbourne. Scott, our driver, dropped everyone off at
the entrance to the pier, which was central for all
directions. Most people had a gentle stroll into town to
browse the shops and find somewhere for lunch.
Following lunch the Victorian tea rooms on the pier
seemed to be the venue for afternoon tea.

Trip on the River Lee
On a slightly overcast day in May, 46 Associates
gathered at the usual pick up point for an afternoon’s
cruise on the River Lee in Hertfordshire.
First stop was the Fish and Eels public house in
Dobbs Weir (pictured below) where a pre-ordered
hearty two-course lunch for mid-day was waiting.

Following lunch we all boarded the boat which was
moored beside the pub for a 2.5 hour cruise through

At half past four everyone assembled once again at
the pier-head in readiness for the journey back to
Thurrock. The M25 for both the outward and return
journey was very kind to us with no delays. On arrival
at the parking point all said their fond farewells and
looked forward to the next trip which would be to
Suffolk in July. Watch this space.......

George Mann for both the above reports.
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NORTH EAST
REGION
Spring Event and AGM
In the middle of March over eighty of our group
braved the cold wind and rain to gather in the
Newcastle 'Assembly Rooms' for our first major event
of the 2018 season. Lots of conversations soon started,
with a lot of catching up to do since our last full indoor
meeting a year ago.
Before the formal part of the procedings we were
invited to partake of a buffet lunch, this to the usual
high standards of this venue.

A statue of
Stan
(pictured
right) stands in
D o c k w r a y
Square in nearby
North
Shields
close to where he
lived as a child.
Freda continued with observations on his career with
Oliver Hardy and on the many performances by them.
Laurel and Hardy – “Two minds without a single
thought!”
With thanks being given to Freda we headed out for
home, or perhaps Wetherspoons ‘The Milecastle’ to
take our minds off the wind and rain which might dog
our impending trip to the Cotswolds!

Peter Harrison
A Cotswolds (just about) Break
Late March saw 22 Associates making up over half
of the passenger complement of a National Holidays
‘Cotswolds Leisure break’.
On the way there, at Ferrybridge Services there was
a 'legal stop' for the driver - not to say that we didn't
need this also! However, on leaving Ferrybridge our
‘new to National Holidays’ driver took the slip-road to
Hull! His mentor must have been dozing in the front
seat! - so we saw a few miles of motorway new to us.
One of the buffet tables.

Food usually results in a quiet spell, but this was not
really noticeable today. Afterwards we did a quick
shuffle across the floor to theatre-style places for the
AGM - the formal bit of the proceedings.
With the formalities
quickly over Chairman
John Scott thanked Keith
Stokoe who had recently
left
the
regional
Committee, appreciation
for Keith's contribution
being applauded by the
assembly.
John then announced
From the left: Colin, Keith & John
his
retirement
as
chairman and committee member, after fifteen years
in the lead role, and said his farewells. To applause he
handed over to Colin Harris who had been appointed
to take his place - change - just like the good old days!
The gathering then welcomed a return visit of
Newcastle City Guide and raconteur Freda Thompson,
who reflected on the life of comedian Stan Laurel.
Stan was born in Ulverston, at that time in
Lancashire, and he then spent most of his formative
years in north-east England where his father was a
theatre manager and impresario.
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Our first 'itinerary stop' was Lichfield in Staffordshire
where the sun was shining but not warming us. After
refreshing the inner man, our hotel was the next
destination. This was the 'Bromsgrove Hotel & Spa' to
the south of Birmingham - about forty miles from the
Cotswolds!
The hotel exceeded all expectations, being clean,
bright, spacious and comfortable. The ‘99p bar’ was an
added bonus! Congregating in the reception lounge
after a substantial dinner the group had a lot of
catching up to do since our previous holiday break.
‘Day-the-next was a trip to Oxford, a little to the east
of the Cotswolds, where the very cold weather resulted
in people looking for warmth. Even those going on the
guided bus tour travelled on the lower deck. Some
sightseeing and shopping were in order. Heading out
of Oxford our driver again 'went the wrong way', this
time with a different mentor not noticing. So we saw
an extra five miles of Oxfordshire in two directions.
The following day was another excursion - this time
to Stratford-upon-Avon and in plenty of sunshine – but
where were the Cotswolds? Walking, and retail
therapy, were the order of the day there before
returning to the hotel where many took advantage of
the included spa facilities.
On the last full day, with a change of coach and
driver, we were off to the Cotswolds at last, our first
stop being the pretty village of Stow-on-the-Wold,

which could have been even prettier without parked
vehicles lining the streets to capacity. After a short visit
for sightseeing, and shopping for some, Bourton-onthe-Water was our second stop. The lack of vehicles
there made such a difference.

An Estuary Walk
The late-March walk was attended by twenty
Associates and one dog who all enjoyed a pleasant sixmile walk in good weather from Amble on the
Northumberland coast via the marina and the River
Coquet estuary to Warkworth.
After passing the imposing castle we re-joined the
river, heading upstream to ‘The Hermitage’ before
turning inland to walk past new housing estates - they
get everywhere - and onto farm roads - thankfully clear
of snow - and footpaths back to Amble.

The open and clear space in this village, with the
River Windrush running through the centre (pictured
above), was an attractive change to Stow. Visits to the
Model Village and the Motor & Toy Museum - where
many folks saw their 'first car' - were well supported.
Then it was time for lunch and refreshment. Shoppers
returning to the coach found a handbag sale
irresistable!
Later that evening, our last in the hotel, Peter
Brougham amusingly thanked Colin Harris for
organising the trip, supporting this with a few
appreciated and useful gifts - all-the-while preventing
us from seeing the fire!

Warkworth Castle in the distance as the walkers amble along beside the
Coquet estuary.

The Wellwood pub was not ready to serve our lunch,
so a sightseeing stroll around Amble and its harbour
filled in 30 minutes. Lunch was worth waiting for.

Stuart Calder
Guests of the Duke of Northumberland
Our late April walk took us from Tyneside to Alnwick
- famous for its castle which is the seat of the Duke of
Northumberland and which has been used many times
in the movies, especially the Harry Potter series.
Not too far from the castle is Hulne Park, part of the
Duke’s estate - kind of like a big back garden! - and
which is open to the public on most days, but not before
11:00am. However, our walk leader, Bill, managed to
negotiate a waiving of this ‘time’ regulation for our group.
On a fine spring day sixteen of us set off on the ‘blue’
trail of six miles and very little climbing.

Trying to see the fire!

A visit to Royal Leamington Spa was part of the last
day of our itinerary on Friday. We agreed to stay there
for two hours, not four as planned, and refreshments
indoors, after some shopping, helped to restore body
warmth. At noon we were off on the drive home after a
very enjoyable stay in the West Midlands/Cotswolds,
arriving back at at seven in the evening. Perish the
thought of what could have been a nine-at-night arrival!

Peter Harrison
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The park itself was mostly landscaped by Capability
Brown in the 18th C. The first half of the walk was in a
north westerly direction through mainly open farmland
and skirting Brizlee Hill. Turning eastwards and
crossing over the East Brizlee Bridge (pictured below)
we followed Palmstrother Drive (not a palm in sight!)
down to the River Aln.

There was then a stiff climb up to the remains of the
13th century Hulne Priory. This was a Carmelite White Friars Monastery and because of its location in
the troubled ‘Border Country’ it soon was given a
surrounding wall to help protect it from attack. In the
15th century a fortified Pele Tower was built too.

Excursion to York
On a fine, sunny morning in mid-May, two coaches
with 78 passengers, some having had a breakfast of
coffee and a bacon roll from Greggs, left Bewick
Street, Newcastle bound for York.
The coaches arrived and liberated the passengers at
half-past-eleven, with requests to have an enjoyable
day but to be back for the return to Newcastle by halfpast-four.
By all accounts both
requests were fulfilled, and
attractions which were
visited included the Railway
Museum, York Minster
(pictured right), the Yorvik
Centre, and a walk round
York’s famous walls by some
energetic souls.
Unsurprisingly,
many
patrons also, or perhaps,
exclusively, enjoyed ‘retail therapy’ in the many shops
and beautiful international markets among the myriad
of streets and narrow lanes to be found in the city.
Of course great use was made of the many coffee
shops, cafés and pubs, which made choosing just
where to stop for refreshments a challenge in itself.

Ice-creams were the order of the day, better than on our previous visit when
it was umbrellas!
At the site of the Priory - Pele Tower at the back.

After some perusal of the ruins and the dog
cemetery we were off down Lady’s Well Drive back to
our starting point, passing along the way the Lady’s
Well, the Trysting Tree and lots of sheep with newlyborn lambs. Those of us at the rear of the group were
fortunate to witness four deer crossing the path.
As always, our walk was concluded with a welldeserved lunch, this time at the Hogs Head Hotel, just
off the A1 - although eating was slightly delayed to
allow those drivers who got lost to catch up!

Ged Downey
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From a personal point of view I will remember the
quality of the Theakston Brewery ‘Tour de Wot?’ in the
Roman Bath Pub, this was an ale produced to honour
cycling’s ‘Tour de Yorkshire’.

Peter Brougham
Kibblesworth Walk
So what’s a Kibblesworth? Well it could be one
thousandth of a Mibblesworth or even a millionth of a
Gibblesworth, but no, it’s simply a former North
Durham pit village not far from the Gateshead
Metrocentre and it was the start point for our late-May
walk when fourteen of us (pictured up, right) met at
The Plough Inn on a dry but not very sunny day.

What was easy to see was the magnificent display of
May blossom, so we in the northern climes can now
“cast oor cloots” – an old Scottish proverb – “Never
cast a cloot until may is oot” - don’t divest yourself of
a layer of clothing until the May blossom is showing.

After a short walk through the village we were soon
into open countryside with a steady climb southward
to Copper House, where turning to look north gave a
wonderful vista view of Tyneside, from the west end of
Newcastle all the way to Birtley to the south. A short
climb then brought us to Pockerley Buildings, a riding
school.

Fortunately, they have relocated the horses from the
field with the right-of-way so all of our four-legged
friends were on the other side of the fence!
We than had a gentle descent through a lightly
wooded area before entering a ‘Permissive Footpath’ the mind boggles! - into Ouseborough Wood. It was
hard to imagine that this was a thriving industrial
community in the early 19th century.
Beamish Burn was used to power four iron forges, a
flint mill, a tannery, three corn mills, two fulling mills,
a paper mill, a colliery pump and a blacking mill. The
forges were major armaments manufacturers for the
Napoleonic Wars and one, High Forge, was reputed to
‘cast the finest muzzle-loading cannon in England’.
Through wooded areas and open farmland we had a
fairly steep descent into High Urpeth, which is on the
border between Gateshead and Durham, and was the
turning point for our walk. After a short stretch on a
road with no pavement we entered more woods and
walked eastwards, following the valley of the River
Team. After the woods and an open field we had a short
climb up to Riding Farm and eventually came to the
highlight of the walk – Clarty Lane. Fortunately we had
not had much rain so clarts - mud for any nonGeordies - were very hard to come by!

Following
Clarty
Lane, we returned to
The Plough Inn where
the Wainwright’s Bitter
went down very well.
The specials board
provided two meals for
£12 and the 'Cobblers
Casserole' - Liver,
Sausage and Mash was especially popular.

The May is out and the climb is steep.

Ged Downey
Pub Lunches
In March, after a week’s snow in the North East, 18
Associates ventured to the Lion and Lamb at Horsley.
The pub had not had any customers for a week and
were very glad to see us. Although service was slow,
it gave us a good opportunity to catch up since our last
get-together. The food, when it arrived, was excellent
with Beef Casserole, Gammon, Chicken and Fish and
Chips being good choices. The tapas also proved
excellent value for money. Greene King IPA and
Blacksheep both went down well.
With the lunch at The Wellington at Riding Mill in
April being organised for a school holiday week, the
turnout was expected to be low. However, 29 made it
and enjoyed the food and drink at this Chef & Brewer
pub. The Greene King IPA and Rivet Catcher beers
went down well. All meals were lovely including the
seabass, Caesar salad, fish and chips and gammon,
which were well supported. One to keep on the list.
Twas a lovely bright day when
22 of us met up in County Durham
- ‘The land of the Prince Bishops’
- for lunch in May at the Church
Mouse, a 'Vintage Inn' at Chester
Moor.

Some of those at the Church Mouse.
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We couldn't all squeeze into the space allocated to
us, but we did enjoy trying. This was to no avail so we
overlapped into an adjacent area and busied backward
and forward between the two, with lively conversations
as only Associated know how!
Good food was served in good time, to be helped
down with additions from a wide variety of coffees,
wines, beers and lagers - but don't miss out the orange
juice and cola! A ‘Vintage Inn’ standard – Chicken &
Leek Pie – was popular, together with choices from a
‘Seniors’ menu offering small portions of one, two, or
three-course options at very sensible prices. It wasn't
so bright outside as we left but spirits were still high cheers!
In June, 29 went to the White Swan at Dinnington.
The weather was perfect and the food excellent. The
pub was under new management but the standards
had been maintained. The lunch time menu of £7.95
was extensive. The most popular choice was the liver
and bacon which was excellent. The choice of beer and
wine was well received. All had a great time.

A Garden Party at Blagdon
It was blue skies and sunshine, a perfect June day to
try a new event – a Garden Party!
We chose ‘The Parlour at
Blagdon’ as the venue and it
turned out to be perfect.
Prosecco, beer or soft drinks were served to
welcome guests to the Willow Room, a lovely setting
more usually used as a wedding venue. Sixty six
guests had a relaxed time with friends and colleagues
and there was certainly plenty of chatting. A delicious
and plentiful buffet was served before our speaker for
the afternoon joined us.
Angus Tavistock, the former head gardener for
Blagdon Estate, tested our knowledge about local
celebrities from the last couple of centuries. I think
everyone learned something new!
And the
knowledgeable ones left with prizes.
The free raffle, ‘Afternoon Tea for
Two at the Parlour’, was won by
Glen Taylor, very fitting as it was his
birthday. This was an event I’m sure
we will repeat in the future.

White swan décor behind this table of Associates.

Colin Harris

RECOLLECTIONS
From the past ten years
Back in 2009 I included some interesting extracts
from the first decade of publishing this magazine.
Here are a few more from the second decade. Editor.

Issue 43 – Autumn 2009
The Story of St Clement’s Church – Chris Harrold
In 1906 the Rev Hayes noticed the end wall of a
vault in the church sounded hollow. He made a hole
and inside found two tiers of crushed-up coffins.
One, he says, was for Nathaniel Grantham dated
1723. He rolled back the lid of the coffin finding it:
“filled with a liquid revealing the perfect body of the
Commander, a fine fellow with a great nose. He was
well preserved in rum and cedar wood, the head and
face wrapped in quilted silk leaving the nose and
features visible.”
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Barbara Ellis
Issue 44 – Winter 2009
Finding Crest (in Tunisia) – Adrian Denning
The fish market at Sousse is a joy, unless you do
not like jostling crowds. Yes, there are times in the
tourist areas when taxi drivers and shopkeepers can
overdo the attempts to part you from your money, so
you need to be a bit streetwise. The trick is to barter
and treat it all as fun. Sometimes, if a trader stands
his ground at 15 dinars, I offer him 13 plus 1 dinar
for a coffee. This always works. And gives us both
win-win!

Issue 47 – Autumn 2010
Clay Pigeon Shoot at RAF Odiham – Jack Scott
Midway through we were told by air traffic control
that we had to stop shooting because of aircraft
movements – spoilsports! The aircraft turned out to
be the Red Arrows who were based at Odiham for
the Farnborough Air Show. What a bonus to get a
close-up view as they did a fly-past!

LEARN MORE ABOUT P&G IN
NORTHERN EUROPE
You’ll recall from a previous Associate edition that P&G has over 4000 employees in Northern Europe (UK,
Ireland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland) and operates eight offices, three R&D Centres and six
manufacturing/distribution sites.
We continue this series of articles with two more site leaders so that you can learn more about what’s
happening on site and with our people.

Adina Pascu, Site Leader of
London Plant
Adina is Romanian,
joining the P&G team in
Timisoara in 1996 as a
new hire just a few
months after the plant
was acquired by P&G.
The Company was one
of the first multinational companies to
have on-the-ground
operations in Romania
after
the
1989
Revolution.
Adina, an electrical engineer, feels proud to have
been part of the start-up operation, producing the first
boxes of detergent ‘Tide’ and ‘Ariel’ to go onto the
market. In April 2018 she took up her position as Site
Leader, London Plant, West Thurrock.

A collage of pictures of the 80 years celebration.

employed, through the years, members of the same
family, generation after generation.

What roles have you held at P&G and
where have you been based?
I have worked in different functions and different
countries from Engineering to Manufacturing to
Planning, and from my home country Romania to
Russia, Czech Republic, Switzerland and now the UK.
Previously, I have been a Plant Manager, once in my
home country for Timisoara plant and then in Russia,
in Novomoskovsk. Before moving to London Plant, I led
the Fabric Care Initiative planning organisation in
Geneva.

Tell me more about the people on your
site…. what work is done there?
We’re proud of the 80 years of P&G history at West
Thurrock, and last summer we celebrated this with
over 280 employees and retirees. (See the collage of
pictures of the event at the top of the next column.)
Today our portfolio of finished products includes dry
laundry and hand-dish, products that are supplied
beyond the UK market and we make some of the raw
materials for these categories at the plant too. The
Plant (pictured below) has a real ‘family’ feel and has

London Plant, on the bank of the Thames.

How has P&G changed in the last 5-10
years?
There have been many changes at the company level
including the fact that we have streamlined and
strengthened our portfolio of products which definitely
have optimised the supply landscape across the world.
If I look back through manufacturing eyes, the
capabilities that we have created to run our processes
today, the level of automation and the impact of
technology evolution that we have embraced and
brought on the floor, is all really impressive! The ability
to continually learn new skills, to build what’s needed
for the future and stay positive on the change, that’s
what’s going to make the difference.
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Innovation at P&G comes from ideas
inside and outside the Company: tell us
about this:
Yes, there are plenty of examples whether it’s about
our brands or about the way we run our processes, our
systems, or simply the way we do the work in multiple
aspects. For example, staying very close to our
customer needs has determined how we pack our
finished product to ensure it is packed securely and
arrives at their stores in perfect condition.

How is the external landscape
changing? Where are there major
tension points/trends?
It’s clear that we live in a time of exponential change
- the information technology evolution, habits
changing, the choices that are available for our
consumers, the pace at which we operate today - it’s
simply fascinating, to mention just a few. It’s clear that
in order to be on the leading front, we need to
continuously learn not only how to create the ability to
work in a fast paced and constantly changing
environment, but also to be ready to absorb very
efficiently and effectively those changes.
Our role as a manufacturing, storage and shipping
organisation is to be able to offer to our business
partners a competitive advantage. The trade
consolidation happening in the UK market will create
even more powerful and concentrated retail
powerhouses that will have increased influence over
the procurement of grocery categories in the UK.
Most importantly in this context is to stay at all times
connected to our people, equipping them with what is
needed not only to absorb the changes but to feel at all
times personally fulfilled due to the level of growth
these opportunities offer up to each of us. Our
principles, our values, our care for each other become
embedded in our DNA and live within us as we develop
our careers, and we fall back on them especially during
times of change and uncertainty.

Tell us about recruitment at your site to
find the leaders of the future!
Every year we continue to fuel our pipeline of talents
by welcoming interns, graduates and apprentices. By
doing so we provide multiple career opportunities
while offering these candidates the best environment
to learn how to collaborate, communicate and shape
their mastery through hands-on experience on a
production line.
For example, we currently have 13 apprentices who
are completing apprenticeships with South Essex
College, which reflects the fact that P&G has been a
long time investor in their apprentice programme.
We continue to offer summer internships for
Engineering students from across the UK and recruit
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young leaders from the top Universities. We need to
continue to attract the very best talents to intentionally
build together the skills needed to compete in the
market and win in a constantly changing environment
during the 4th industrial revolution.

Relative to P&G’s Citizenship efforts at
your site, what are you most proud
about?
With a longstanding history in West Thurrock,
London Plant continues to make a huge contribution
to the local community. The highlight is our annual
Charity Awards dinner, attended by over 250 people,
where P&G highlights the work of local charities and
employees that have given time, effort and money to
important causes.
Over the last 12 months our employees have
completed bike rides, charity walks, charity runs, bake
sales and triathlons to raise money for many charities:
including national ones such as British Heart
Foundation, Breast Cancer Care, Alzheimer
Association, MACS and Children in Need, along with
local ones such as Princes Trust Thurrock, Karis May
Darling Foundation and Victim Support.
In terms of Diversity & Inclusion, this year in March,
under the London Site leadership we brought together
100 P&G leaders from every site across Northern
Europe for the bi-annual Diversity & Inclusion Event
that was held in London. We ran workshops to educate
and inspire our leaders on topics including Gender
Equality, GABLE, Intentionally Inclusive Leadership
and Flex@Work. It was a deliberate call to action for
our whole leadership team to work actively and lead
the way to promote and nurture inclusion and diversity
in the workplace whilst bringing out the best in our
people.

Scott Rodrigue, R&D Director
Fabric Care and Site Leader of
Newcastle Innovation Centre
(NIC)
Scott is from America
and joined P&G over 30
years ago in R&D in
Cincinnati. HIs current
role is R&D Director,
Fabric
Care,
with
responsibility for global
powder detergents and
the regional R&D
teams for Greater
Europe and IMEA,
alongside being the
Site Leader for NIC.

What roles have you held at P&G and
where have you been based?
I have been based in Cincinnati, Belgium, China, and
now in Newcastle with roles in different business units
(Fabric, Home Care, Beauty Care) across these
regions. My wife and I really enjoy living in the UK,
especially learning more about the rich history of the
area, supporting Newcastle United football, and
playing links golf. The best part has been the people
we have met with their friendly welcoming attitudes,
different accents, and passionate interest in the
weather!

Innovation at P&G comes from ideas
inside and outside the Company: tell us
a little more about this:
Good ideas can come from anywhere and to succeed
in the innovation game today you have to tap into all the
sources available – even those that are unpredictable.
Gone are the days when an idea is created in our labs
and kept secret for years of internal development. It’s
too slow and often misses the mark on fast moving
trends in the market. We have an extensive network in
the UK consisting of universities, SMEs, startups, and
government research organisations to help give us the
most diverse range of ideas and talent.

Has your site celebrated any
anniversaries? Tell us what you did.
We celebrated the 60th anniversary of NIC last year.
NIC was the first Company innovation centre to be
located outside the US. We held three different events
to mark the milestone. First, an event focused on the
site where we engaged several external businesses in
the local area to infuse a sense of entrepreneurial
spirit into our innovation; second, we hosted senior
company leadership with our Chief R&D and
Innovation Officer Kathy Fish joining, and third, we
held a very successful community event focused on
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths). In
other words, events that focused on internal
development, Company connections and giving back
to the community.

How is the external landscape
changing? Where are there major
tension points/trends?
The innovation landscape is changing rapidly and
requires that organisations adapt to succeed – not just
by changing the research focus areas but also how the
research is actually done.
Our most successful innovations are usually founded
on a local consumer insight in a market. There is no
such thing as a ‘global consumer’ so we have to find
the insights and develop solutions that solve key
tensions for consumers where they live. We can then
scale the solutions to multiple markets but the
penetration into markets combined with the speed of
expansion is the key to winning.
The team in NIC develops winning products for
markets all over the world so we have to iterate quickly
with consumers, use modelling of our formulas and
processes to shorten the development cycle, and then
move quickly to market.

Relative to P&G’s Citizenship efforts at
your site, what are you most proud of?
NIC has several citizenship efforts I’m proud of so it’s
hard to just name one! Our STEM programme, focused
on the development of future scientists, is really
outstanding and importantly has a special emphasis
on encouraging young women to pursue careers in
science and technology.

A STEM event in progress at NIC for local schoolchildren.

Also, the site Community Matters effort has raised
significant funds to help with local charities. In the last
fiscal NIC has given away over £30,000 to North East
Charities including Crawford House, Age UK, North East
Homeless, The Steven Carey Fund and Cash for Kids.
As well as this we have donated tonnes of food,
clothes and personal items to the North East Homeless
and The West End Food Bank. All of us in the NIC family
are aware of our privilege and we try to ensure we give
back to our communities in meaningful ways.

Aimee Goldsmith
NIC employees outside the Longbenton entrance on the 60th anniversary
celebrations.

Chairman of The Associate Scheme and Head of
Communications for P&G Northern Europe
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SOUTH EAST
REGION
Chertsey, Webridge & Shepperton Walk

Spring Lunch
In mid-March, 40 Associates and partners returned
yet again to the Leather Bottle, Mattingley, a popular
venue, for our fourth Spring Lunch. This is a classic
village inn dating from 1714 named after the leather
bottle that often hung outside buildings at the time to
advertise the sale of ale.

In late February 18 hardy Associates defied the
bitter cold of ‘the Beast from the East’ to enjoy a flat
five-mile walk starting on Chertsey Meads. On our way
we crossed the River Bourne and finally reached the
Wey Navigation which was opened in 1653 to provide
a link between Guildford and the Thames at
Weybridge.
Along the Navigation, now owned by the National
Trust, the group stopped occasionally to admire the 3
arched iron bridge which was built in 1865 to provide
a road crossing over the navigation, and the more
recent luxurious houses and gardens before having to
summon a ferry to cross the River Thames – as
pictured below. The ferry gave us the best view of
Doyley Carte Island and the house that the founder of
the Savoy theatre had built as a retreat when he was
not producing his latest Gilbert and Sullivan opera.

Following a complimentary drink in the bar we
moved to our dining room for a delicious lunch chosen
in advance from their wide-ranging menu. The food
and service were excellent, as in previous years, and
an enjoyable time was had by all.

Steve & Anne Hartley
Regent’s Canal Walk & Museum
As this late March walk was planned to begin near
the London Canal Museum, it seemed appropriate to
begin the day with a morning visit to the museum to
learn more about the evolution of London’s waterways
and their uses to transport coal, building materials,
foodstuffs and ice! In fact the Museum is housed in an
old Victorian icehouse built to store ice blocks imported
from Norway, some of which would be cut into smaller
blocks and subsequently used in domestic iceboxes the refrigerators of their day.

When walking along the river towpath we passed
Pharoah's island which the Treasury gave to Admiral
Nelson after the Battle of the Nile - he used it as a
fishing retreat before it passed into private hands to
enable the houses that now dot the island to be built.
Continuing along the towpath we reached Dumsey
Meadow, an SSSI which was thankfully free of the
cattle that usually graze there and occasionally show
a playful interest in passing walkers.
Returning over the grade II listed stone Chertsey
Bridge and through a boatyard we reached our starting
point then gathered in the warmth of the Kingfisher
pub for lunch and refreshments and to watch the snow
as it fell more heavily.

Bob Young
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The museum, although small, provides a fascinating
insight into the history of canals and the way of life of
those who worked and lived on them. After an
absorbing hour, the group walked to nearby King’s
Cross Station where we were joined by a few more
Associates for lunch at The Parcel Yard pub sandwiched between platform 9 and the fictitious
platform 9¾ - platform 9⅜ for you Harry Potter fans?
So to the main event, a walk from King’s Cross to
Paddington following the western half of the Regent’s
Canal. The canal stretches for more than 8 miles from
Paddington to Limehouse Basin and near Paddington
links up with the Grand Union (formerly Grand
Junction) Canal, which provides access to Birmingham.
It is named after the Prince Regent, later George IV.
The walk was just over 4 miles in length and passed
several London landmarks including Camden Lock
Market, Regent’s Park and ZSL London Zoo, and Little

Venice. Walking along the towpath the group was able
to enjoy the sights and sounds of London from the
bustling hubbub of Camden to the quiet elegance of
John Nash’s Regent’s Park architecture.

Our overnight hotel
was the Castle Inn in
Castle
Combe
probably
most
people's idea of what a
Cotswold
village
should look like, it’s a
charming location and
our short stay was very
enjoyable.
Next day it was off to Lacock, firstly to explore the
cloisters (right) followed by a tour of the house.
From there on everyone was free to explore the
grounds and the village of Lacock at their own leisure.

At Camden Lock on the Regent’s Canal walk.

It was planned to end the walk at the canal-side
entrance to Paddington station, however, one of the
group mentioned that there were two interesting
modern bridges a little further on into the Paddington
canal basin. A few of the group, therefore decided to
walk on and view the bridges - the Rolling Bridge
designed by Thomas Heatherwick (renowned for his
London 2012 Olympic Cauldron) and the Fan Bridge.
Unfortunately, the bridges can only be seen in action
at specific times (Wed & Fri at noon; Sat at 2pm),
however, we were still able gain some appreciation of
their engineering design and function. A fitting end to
the walk that encompassed both the old and the new.

Paul Kowald
Abbey House Gardens & Lacock Abbey
Our two-day Spring Break at the end of April
combined a visit to Abbey House Gardens In
Malmesbury with Lacok Abbey & village on the
following day.
Abbey House Gardens are located on the banks of
the River Avon beside the 12thC Malmesbury Abbey
Church. The spectacular gardens have received praise
from around the world and have featured in many TV
programmes, not least as the home of the ‘naked
gardeners’. The Abbey House is also of interest having
once been part of the Abbey and our visit combined a
tour of both house and gardens (pictured below).
The tour guide for
the sixteen of us on the
break
was
the
American wife of the
owner
recently
married and brimming
over with American
enthusiasm for the
house and its history we had a great tour,
the
gardens
in
particular being very
impressive.

The Abbey is a country house with monastic roots
and was previously owned by W H Fox Talbot, one of the
inventors of photography. The Abbey Cloisters have
been much used for filming (including the Harry potter
movies), while Lacock remains a quintessential English
village. The Fox Talbot photographic museum, in the
abbey grounds, houses the world’s earliest
photographic negative along with the internationally
important Fenton photographic collection.
The weather was about what may be expected for
late April, some light rain and a mix of sun and cloud.

Chris White
Richmond Park Walk
Richmond Park covers 2500 acres and was created
by Charles I as a deer park; relatively unchanged, it is
an internationally important site for conservation with
many ancient trees and rare species in addition to the
herds of deer that still roam there. Distant views of St
Paul’s cathedral are also possible weather permitting.
Our walk followed a 5½ mile circular trail starting
from Pembroke Lodge, passing Pen Ponds and White
Lodge (home of The Royal Ballet School) to enter the
Isabella Plantation and follow one of the woodland
gardens nature trails before returning to the Lodge.

Eleven joined the walk, on what soon turned into a
warm and sunny day. This year many plants seem to
be flowering later than usual and so, despite being late
May, there were still excellent displays of azaleas and
even rhododendrons in Isabella Plantation.
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Following the walk lunch was in the Pembroke
Lodge cafe, out on the terrace, enjoying the views and
soaking up some sun, a good conclusion to a very
enjoyable walk.

Chris White.
Pembrokeshire Away Break
For the 8th time, Prof. Brian Williams (Emeritus
Professor of Geology at Aberdeen University – and my
brother!) co-organised and led an Associates trip.
This time to glorious
Pembrokeshire
in
May,
enhanced by the best weather
seen there for a long time! We
32 Associates used Tenby as a
base (right) - a busy,
picturesque, walled town,
harbour and beach, staying at
the Fourcroft Hotel – above the
North Beach.
The beauty of this part of the world is in no small
measure due to its underlying rocks (Quote the Prof).
The landscape is immensely ancient – more than 300
million years old, and in the cliffs can be seen the
colours, textures and patterns which tell the tale of
Britain’s evolution over this time and the more recent
ice-ages which have dramatically affected the
coastline. Add to this the deep blue water, displays of
spring wild flowers (gorse, trefoil, pink thrifts and white
sea campions) and sea birds in their thousands (Manx
shearwaters, Razorbills and Guillemots).
Farming and fishing have been the focal points. Steep
oak woods and many Norman Castles populate the
English-speaking south – below the east-west
‘Landsker Line’ which geologically, topographically and
linguistically divides the county. North of this, the first
language is Welsh. Little quays, lime kilns, breakwaters
and the remains of coal and slate mining, and brick
manufacture dot the landscape picturesquely.
The trip actually began in Carmarthenshire, at
Llansteffan - a glorious sandy estuary watched over
by the ruins of a large Norman castle. There the story
of the landscape began as Prof Williams and his
colleague Dr Gareth George introduced us to the
rocks! (as pictured below).

We spent two more days in south Pembrokeshire, at
the spectacular beaches of Skinkle Haven – with its
impossibly suspended ‘Church Door’ rocks, and the
huge expanses of Freshwater West. As we stood on this
vast beach – a sea mist literally ‘rolled in’ to create a
magical moment. Large rocks betrayed their ancient
history with the tracks and burrows of 300 million-year
old animals: scorpion-like ‘Beaconites’.
Then, for the next two days
we headed North on a coach,
firstly to visit the Preseli Hills
and the Bluestones Monument
(pictured right).
We climbed Carn Meini to
see the source of the 80 x 4
tonne
bluestones
that
somehow were transported 140 miles to build
Stonehenge. The geologists say they were moved by
glaciers, the archaeologists by Neolithic man using
rollers and barges. Neither means are fully supported
by the data! It’s a mystery we discussed over lunch in
the eccentric, community-owned Tafarn Sinc (Zinc
Tavern!), with its own railway station. Once at the end
of the long-gone Rosebush branch line, the station halt
is still there but now populated by manikins.
Then to the lovely small harbour of Porthgain with
its relics of slate and brick workings and a great pub
(The Sloop) with some excellent Cwrw (beer)! On to St
Davids – the smallest city in Britain, dominated by its
12th Century cathedral – built on the remains of a
priory founded by Dewi Sant in 550AD.
Half the group then walked along the peerless
Pembrokeshire coastal path to Solva and another good
pub (The Harbour Inn). The weather was hot, sunny and
clear, and the seals were in view.
Then it was back south to Manorbier with its huge
Norman castle – once home to Geraldus Cambrensis
(‘Gerald of Wales’), a 12th century churchman, writer
and traveller. His book ‘Journeys through Wales’ is still
in print today.

A walk around the precipitous headland dotted with
stacks and arches,led to King’s Quoit, a Neolithic
Cromlech. Great parallel gullies which were once the
beds of volcanic ash from a great eruption millions of
years ago, swept vertiginously down to the sea.
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At Amroth we saw the coal and iron ore seams of the
long defunct Pembroke coalfield – just a hint of the
importance of Wales in the industrial revolution.

Miles Martinet target tug; and the only Miles Student
two-seat trainer ever built. Handley Page also built
airliners in the area. We took an unusual group picture
on the Handley Page Herald standing in the grounds!

After the visit, we walked through Dinton Pastures
for lunch at the local café, before walking along some
of the lakes to a bird-hide where we watched birds for
a while! It was a varied and interesting day.
On the last day, we crossed a
pond-calm sea to Caldey Island –
a 20 min. boat trip from Tenby,
where the monks at the
Cistercian monastery worship and
produce mead, perfume and
chocolate. A perfect end to a
wonderful trip.

Kevin Williams
Dinton Pastures & Museum of
Berkshire Aviation
Dinton Pastures is a country park and bird sanctuary
east of Reading, comprising an interconnected series
of 5 lakes, created by gravel extraction – but unlike the
many others in the area, has been developed as a
nature reserve with many excellent public amenities.
It has many walking routes and bird hides. It is also
adjacent to the Museum of Berkshire aviation - a small
museum run by enthusiasts, which tells the story of
Miles, Handley Page and Fairey aviation. They had
factories nearby on the old Woodley airfield for
decades.

We met at the Aviation Museum – run by an ageing
but very knowledgeable and enthusiastic group of
enthusiasts – many of whom had worked in the aviation
industry in this area. Ken gave us an introduction and
brought the story alive. The Miles aviation company
were in-particular a very innovative company, before,
during and after WWII. The pride of the exhibits was the
Fairey Jet Aerodyne – a composite helicopter and
autogyro – with jet powered rotor tips; a reconstructed

Kevin Williams
Employees/Associates Golf
Championship
In mid-May 2018, 11 Employees and Associates
(mostly Associates who have plenty of time on their
hands!) participated in the Annual Freetime Golf
championships at Sand Martins Golf club Wokingham.
It was sad to report that once again no ladies played
this year so there was no ladies championship. C’mon
ladies, try to sign up for next year! However, it was a
pleasure to see some familiar faces and colleagues
from the past and catch up on the news or gossip with
those that played. After the usual preliminaries play
got under way, and at the end of the day the honours
board was as follows:
Nearest the Pin
4th Hole – Ron Jackson (A)
12th Hole – Chris Leahy (E)
17th Hole – Paul Rennie (A)
Employees champion
Employees runner-up
Associates Champion
Associates second place
Associates third place

Longest Drive
18th Hole – Alan
Leason (A)

Chris Leahy – 36 pts
Nigel Higginson – 28 pts
Tony Marshall – 32 pts
Chris Armstrong – 31 pts
Alan Leason – 30 pts

Well done to everyone who
played and supported the
event and won prizes.
Following the golf everyone
enjoyed
Sand
Martin’s
Hospitality and a 2 course
meal in the comfort of the
Clubhouse following which
the prizes and trophies were
presented.
Note that in 2019 the date Tony Marshall receiving his trophy
and prize from Alan Leason.
is a Friday - 10th of May.

Alan Leason
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Elvetham Hall Afternoon Tea

Brookwood Cemetery Guided Tour

In mid-June forty three Associates and guests had a
brief introductory tour of the historic Elvetham Hall site
in Hampshire , with drinks from the bar if they wished,
followed by our first organised afternoon tea of freshly
prepared sandwiches, homemade scones, Elvetham
pastries, and a choice of teas, served in a private room.

Ten Associates and friends (pictured below) gathered
at the Brookwood Cemetery in late June in lovely warm
weather - in sharp contrast to our previous visit when
it rained in sheets. Following coffee and chat by our
guide Kim we went to the north zone of the cemetery
which is largely military.

The site has a long and royal history. In 1426 the
Elvetham became home to the Seymour family. In 1535
King Henry VIII visited Edward Seymour and met his
third wife to be, Jane Seymour. Later in 1591 the Earl
of Hertford entertained Queen Elizabeth I at Elvetham.

The area is divided into different nationalities and
religions and many interesting and poignant stories
were told by Kim. Amazingly, Terry Lifford found the
gravestone of his uncle who had died as rear gunner in
a bomber aged 19.

The oak tree she planted to
commemorate the occasion
still stands today and is now
more than 33 feet in
circumference. However, the
original house that Queen
Elizabeth visited no longer
exists, having burned down in
1840. In 1860, Frederick, 4th
Baron Calthorpe, built the
current house.

Another strange fact was the name of Theadore
Schurch carved into the memorial to those with no
known grave. He was captured by the Germans in
North Africa and turned to be a spy for them, dressed
as a British officer he would mingle with prisoners and
glean information which he would pass to the
Germans. He was the last person to be executed for
treason after the war in this country. No one knows
how his name came to be on the memorial.

Steve Hartley

Jack Scott
The front entrance.

EAST
MIDLANDS –
SOUTH
Associates from the region met for a wonderful lunch
at Sapori restaurant in Anstey, Leicestershire on a
sunny day in the middle of May where everyone had a
great time reminiscing about the happy days at P&G.
Present, and pictured opposite, from the left, were
Grahame and Dianne Mills, Carol and Richard Morris,
Linda and Michael Castle, and Apple (Nigel’s daughter
in law) and Nigel Waddoup.
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The food was excellent, along with the company and
the beautiful English weather, what more could we ask
for?

Grahame Mills.

NORTH WEST
REGION
Holiday in Scarborough
On a Friday morning in late April a coach with 45
happy Associate revellers on board set off on a 4-day
holiday to Scarborough on the Yorkshire coast. The
weather was bright, and things were looking good. Our
lunch stop was at the McArthur Glen Outlet near York.
This allowed us to have a bite to eat, a chat with friends
plus a bit of early shopping. (What, already!).
After lunch we made our way to our base for the
holiday, the imposing Grand Hotel - sat on a hill
overlooking Scarborough. Some of the party took the
chance of a chill before the evening meal. A couple of us
took a stroll along the front, only to find the Spa Theatre.
A wonderful Victorian building, once being a Spa.
(Scarborough of course once being a spa town). Having
an interest in theatres we inquired, and were shown
around the building by a very nice technician. He
enjoyed talking to us about the Lowry in Salford and
wants to visit us at some time. Then back to the hotel
to eat and enjoy the evening’s entertainment.

Once down in the town again it was time to try out
the famous Whitby Fish & Chips. Some rounded off the
day with a trip round the bay on one of the many boats
plying their trade, giving great views of the Abbey and
St Marys church. Whitby is a thriving fishing town with
a great mix of shops, cafes, pubs and buskers to
entertain you along the way. It was a great day, made
even better by the glorious weather.

Enid Taylor has written an interesting piece about St.
Mary’s Church and the Abbey which is too long to
include here, but can be seen on the Associate website.

Day Three was a free day so everyone went off in
different directions to explore Scarborough. Those who
were able, took the trek up to the imposing
Scarborough Castle that dominates the town, Once
again a bit of a climb to see the fantastic views and
learn a little of the history of the castle dating back to
the Bronze Age, it has many tales to tell. Some of our
party visited Peasholme Park, an oriental themed park,
opened in 1912. It is set out in the Japanese style with
many shrubs and plants, A pagoda, half moon bridge
and much more, well worth seeing.
A few of us decided to have a walk up the coast to find
the building (pictured below) used as the Hospital in
the filming of the Royal. Who can forget that wonderful
series when it was on the telly.
A very nice place with
the imposing clock
tower opposite. We also
started to sing the
memorable theme song
to
the
series.
(Somebody help me
please).

Associates on the stairs of the Grand Hotel.

Day Two and we were all off to Whitby on another
sunny day. At Whitby we all separated, going our own
way exploring the many attractions to be seen. Some
brave souls took the walk up the 99 steps to St Marys
Church and the Abbey. The view from the top makes
the climb worthwhile. The Abbey (below), with its
haunting ruins, was the perfect setting for Dracula,
inspired by Bram Stokers legendary tales.

Nearby were the
Shuttleworth Gardens,
a very nice area with lovely miniature gardens, donated
by one of the townspeople many years ago. Walking
back to the hotel through the coastal gardens made it
a great day.
While on our way back we came across Dr Who’s
Daleks invading the Spa. It turned out there was a SciFi convention on over the week-end. It was then time
to change and go to the restaurant for our final evening
meal, and enjoy the evening’s entertainment.

Day Four and the weather had started to change so
it was decided to set off home earlier than billed. It was
intended to have a stop at Helmsley, but because the
coach could not get close enough, (20 minutes walk
away) we instead had a short comfort stop, then
headed for home, thereby avoiding the rush-hour
traffic.
Everyone agreed what a wonderful weekend we all
had, and a massive vote of thanks was passed on to
organiser John Horrocks, his first time of doing so.

Dilys Bray & Cyril Heap.
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What a Difference a Year Makes….
First go back a year to May 2017. The Manchester
Golf Day was held in a rainstorm of biblical proportions
at Boysnope Park, a lovely mature and friendly golf
course.
Now fast forward, the 2018 Golf Day was held on May
23rd in glorious sunshine, with temperatures in the
20’s. Once again it was held at Boysnope Park but
sadly was one of the last competitions there before its
enforced closure at the end of May.

to everyone before making our way to the Tithe Barn
where we all enjoyed a very nice lunch of either
Bowland Beef Hotpot or Fish Pie. This was followed by
Summer Fruit Crumble or Chocolate Cake, all washed
down with a cup of Tea or Coffee. Afterwards we were
given a talk on the history of Browsholme and then
split up into 3 groups, each with a guide, to have a very
comprehensive tour taking about a hour and a half. It
was very interesting and the guides had a wealth of
knowledge to pass on.

Our Golfers being intrepid types did not let this spoil
the day. The course was resplendent in the sunshine,
the staff showed us great hospitality, the 12 players
were in fine spirits and a hard fought game ensued.
Long grass in the trees made going off-piste costly
in terms of balls lost. This caused much frustration and
hacking through grass but thankfully no machete
wounds. Accuracy was therefore the order of the day
and was duly rewarded. John Richardson taking first
place (34 pts) with John Horton 2nd (32pts) and Dave
Scott 3rd (31 pts).
Russ Bates bagged 2 ‘Nearest the Pins’ with John
Horton and Kevin Jones each winning one of the other
two. Yours truly won Longest Drive.

Pictured above are the golfers, second placed John
Horton with the trophy. Winner John Richardson was
unavailable for the photo.

John Stevens
Trip To Browsholme
On the last day of May
55 intrepid Associates
from Manchester Plant,
set off on yet another
jaunt. We were on a
lovely scenic drive
through the Lancashire
country-side heading
for Browsholme Hall
(right) in the stunning
countryside of the
Forest of Bowland.
On arrival we had a short while to relax and say hello
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Lunch in the Tithe Barn.

Browsholme is the oldest surviving family home in
the county palatine of Lancashire. Built in 1507 by the
Parker family, Browsholme (pronounced ‘Brusom’) is
not a museum but a historic family home that has
evolved over 500 years, reflecting the lifestyles, taste
and fortunes of each of the many generations who have
lived there. The Parkers of Browsholme are descended
from Peter de Allancotes, who held the Manor of
Alkincoats in Colne in the mid 13th century, and
became Park-Keepers of Radholme land on the two
great deer parks in the Forest of Bowland.
Subsequent generations have lovingly maintained,
restored and added to this unique historic house. In
1804 Thomas Lister Parker pulled down the front of the
west wing and rebuilt on the same ground plan, adding
a portrait gallery. He then completed his programme
of modernisation by landscaping the garden in the style
of 'Capability' Brown.
In 1975 Robert, the present owner, then aged 20,
inherited the hall from his distant cousin, Colonel
Robert Parker. Over the next 40 years the main hall
was gradually restored. The exterior was made windand water-tight, while the interior was redecorated,
furniture repaired, pictures cleaned and their frames
gilded. Today the hall is still the family home, and the
whole building is used by the family.
The hall is really one of the jewels in the crown of
Bowland - not that well known, but well worth a visit.
After the tour we all wandered round the beautiful
grounds, with its lake and boathouse, and the views of
the forest and the Pendle Hills. No sign of any Witches.
Then it was time to say our goodbyes and re-board our
coaches to head for home having had a very nice day.

Cyril Heap

BOURNEMOUTH
REGION
Mary Dodds
Earlier this year the magazine received an item from
Maggie Ebner in the Bournemouth region. She and
Christine Hockey had attended a Service of
Thanksgiving and Celebration, at St. Clements Church
Parkstone, for the life of Mary Dodds, a P&G Associate.
Mary’s son John wrote and gave the eulogy at the
service.
Mary had retired to the Poole area many years ago,
after having worked for P&G on Tyneside where she
met and married a P&G Chemist, Peter Dodds.
Mary was an amazing lady, and Maggie felt that
other Associates and anyone who knew or had worked
with Mary in P&G would appreciate seeing a shortened
version of the eulogy.
The edited highlights of the eulogy are therefore
being posted on the Associate website along with a few
pictures of Mary, who died on the 5th of January this
year. The picture below is of Mary, with her
granddaughter Emily on her 99th birthday in April 2017.

NEW ASSOCIATES
February 2018
David Brooks ............................................... Manchester
James Burfiend ................................................... Egham
Lee Burrowes ...................................................... Egham
Garry Cooke ................................................. Manchester
Denise Heanan ............................................ Longbenton
Gary Robinson ............................................. Manchester

March 2018
Anthony Costello ......................................... Manchester
Anthony Grange ........................................... Manchester
Kathleen Wardle Hamilton (deferred from 2009) ...............
................................................................. Seaton Delaval
Derek Leake ................................................ Manchester
David Regan ................................................. Manchester

April 2018
James Booth ................................................ Manchester
Paul Boyle .................................................... Manchester
John Dyett .......................................................... Reading
Stephen Harris ............................................ Manchester
Michael Hickey ............................................. Brooklands
Andrew Martin Lloyd ................................... Manchester
Barry Peers ................................................. Manchester
Nicholas Richardson ................................... Manchester
Charanjit Toor .................................................... Reading
David Ward ................................................ London Plant
Iain Wilson (deferred from 2007) ......... HABC Sales North

May 2018
Andrew Bailey ............................................. Manchester
Eric Denton ........................................................ Reading
Tamara Lublin ..................................................... Egham
Steve Potter ................................................. Manchester
Graham Sorrie ............................................. Longbenton

June 2018
Frances Lunn ............................................... Brooklands
Gwenyth Hannant Scott .............................. Cobalt Park

Local Events
Whilst there are no events to report from the
Bournemouth region in this issue, there has been a
good deal of planning and preparing for events for the
second half of the year – including the traditional
Christmas Lunch on the 5th December, at a new venue,
the Hotel Royale in Bournemouth. Everyone in the
region should have received details of the forthcoming
events by now, and Maggie and Sue Craft hope that lots
of Bournemouth Associates sign-up for the various
outings.
The regular first Tuesday monthly meetings have, of
course, continued at the new venue of Kinson
Community Centre at Pelhams Park, Bournemouth.

David Hirst Editor.

Death of a P&G Pensioner
To assist you in reporting the death of a pensioner,
Pensions Department has a simple process to guide you,
as shown below.

1. Call the Pensions Department on the toll-free
helpline number 0800 9174552 or email to
P&Gpensions@capita.co.uk You will need to provide
the following information:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Name and address of the deceased
Date of death
Name of the immediate Next of Kin
Name and address for correspondence
Contact telephone number
Details of the funeral arrangements

2. Within a few days you will receive a follow-up
letter from Pensions Department.
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IN MEMORIAM

‘COPY’ DATE

We apologise for including incorrect information in
the last issue of the magazine about the death of Keith
Anthony Samways. His final workplace was in Sales at
Brooklands, not at Manchester Plant.
Maureen Hunt, widow of the late Raymond William
Hunt, Longbenton, on 2nd February 2018.
Rita Thomas, Wakefield Plant (retired 1998), on 11th
February 2018.
Malcolm (mac) Sykes Naylor, Gosforth (retired 1992),
on 13th February 2018.
Graham Philip McGregor, London Plant (retired 2011),
on 6th March 2018.
Patrick Cowhig, Manchester Plant (retired 1994), on
8th March 2018.
Kenneth Chapman, Reading (retired 2014), on 17th
March 2018.
Donald Walter Titheridge, Bournemouth (retired
1993), on 31st March 2018.
William Arthur Seymour, London Plant (retired 2004),
on 5th April 2018.
Gordon Wishart Massie, work location not on file
(retired 2008), on 1st April 2018.
Bryan Rutherford, Gosforth (retired 1994), on 9th April
2018.
Colin Michael Wood, Egham (retired 1997), on 19th
April 2018.
Patricia Agnes Milan, widow of the late Henry Herbert
Milan, work location not on file, on 25th April 2018.
Nuala Allsey, Brooklands (retired 2008), on 27th April
2018.
Leslie Thompson, work location not on file (retired
1975), on 28th April 2018.
Malcolm John Llewelyn, Woking Sales, (retired 1994),
on 5th May 2018.
Jack Harris, Manchester Plant (retired 1986), on 6th
May 2018.
Walter John Bradley, Manchester Plant (retired 1989),
on 18th May 2018.
John William Allen, Manchester Plant (retired 1997),
on 1st June 2018.
Derek George Phillips, Seaton Delaval (retired 2009),
on 15th June 2018.
Sylvia Padgett, Wakefield (retired 1998), on 15th June
2018.
Thomas Long, London Plant (retired 2013), on 18th
June 2018.
Ella Varty, Gosforth (retired 1996), on 21st June 2018.
Frederick Leonard Hatswell, Manchester Plant
(retired 1999), on 22nd June 2018.

The next issue of the magazine will be the autumn
one and the date by which I must have articles and
news items is 10th November 2018. Please let me
have items sooner if you can. Associates should
receive the autumn magazine around the middle of
December.
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Useful Contacts
The Associate Scheme Manager
Katharine Thornton
Telephone number: 0191 2975389
e-mail address: thornton.k.2@pg.com
Postal address:
Freepost ASSOCIATE SCHEME UK
(Note: the name must appear exactly as
shown above)
‘The Associate’ Magazine e-mail address:
theassociate@davehirst.plus.com
The Associate Web Site address:
www.pgassociates.co.uk
The Web Site mailbag e-mail address:
enquiries@pgassociates.co.uk
For Pensions’ payments or queries:
0800 9174552
For Shares queries:
P&G: 0371 6640330 Gillette: 0371 6640403
Website: www.mypgshareportal.com or
https://www.signalshares.com/
For AXA PPP Medical Insurance payments:
0191 2976397
For AXA PPP Medical Care queries:
for members of the plan, 0800 0682496
For SIGNpost: Use the telephone number or
email address for the Scheme Manager at the top
of this list of contacts.
(Note, SIGNpost is provided for P&G Associates and their
spouses/partners and immediate family only.
There have been occasions when friends of Associates have
contacted SIGNpost seeking information. SIGNpost is not able
to provide any support or advice to these individuals.)
Published by the Associate Scheme of Procter & Gamble UK,
Weybridge.
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